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SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

CHAPTER 1
FOREWORD

CALIFORNIA,—a name with which to conjure. What mental
pictures throng the horizon of memory as the word is spoken and
what a halo of romance crowns the visual dreams of the long ago.
Readers, whose locks now betoken that the harvest time is near,
well remember the thrill of that early day when the word was a
synonym of such golden opulence as Croesus never imagined, when
as a watchword it led those who, across wind-swept plains and
alkali deserts, by mountain pass and alpine lake, through weary
days of travel and nights of waiting terror, sought this land by the
Sunset Sea.

But when these came to the land they found that it had a story
reaching back into the long ago and along its trails and rude high-
ways, trod in weariness by the devoted padre, they saw the remains
of a civilization that had made men out of savages and raised the
banner of the Cross in a heathen land.

To tell the story of this wonderful California from the time when
in distant geological ages it first rose above the waters and its cliffs
and mountains as still they do, blushed back the sun’s good night
kiss, down to the day of the white man’s marvelous endeavor and
accomplishment, would take many volumes and still leave vast spaces
for the imagination to fill.

So we will content ourselves with the story, briefly told, of one
little corner of this mighty land,—a corner truly, for it marks a con-
tinental salient with Point Concepcion, its southwestern angle, the
best known landmark of the Pacific coast. And a stout little salient
it is with its surface ribbed and stayed with three mountain ranges;
and a very pleasant corner too, for its topography is diversified
with picturesque valleys and along its southern littoral where the sun
glints the waters of the Channel of Santa Barbara through all the
days of a winterless year, there is a balm of air and a beauty of
landscape, alike the puzzle of the meteorologist and the despair
of the artist. .

While the County of Santa Barbara includes within its boun-
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daries the wide variety of soil and climate which has made Cali-
fornia famous the world over, it also embodies in its history an
epitome of the whole state.

Tracing the story of this county, you are learning the history of
California,—of its mysterious past, of its days of wild romance,
of the self-sacrificing zeal of the Mission era, of the coming of a
new people, the growth and development of a new civilization and
the material and intellectual advancement that has attracted the
attention and excited the admiration of the world.

For here was found the most densely populated portion of Cali-
fornia when the white man made his first landing on its shores.
Here the zealous pioneers of the Cross built their most impres-
sive Mission. Here was gathered the largest congregation of a
dark-skinned race, and here is now found the most charming en-
vironment which ease-loving Americans have discovered on all this
western shore.

In this brief history we hope to give you some idea of the van-
ished races who before the white man’s era so thickly peopled these
pleasant shores, of the effect of their contact with the new-comers
and of their sudden and remarkable disappearance from the face of
the earth.

Our history will therefore, naturally embrace three periods
which we may appropriately designate:

THE ABORIGINAL PERIOD.
Tue SpaNisH-MEexicaN PEeriob.

Tae AMERICAN PEriop.



CHAPTER 1II
THE ABORIGINAL PERIOD

Whence and whither? This query comes naturally to the mind
when we consider the aboriginal people who met the first white
visitors to the shores of Santa Barbara County. Here, from the
testimony of those early navigators as well as from the evidence left
in mounds and kitchen-middens, was found the most dense popula-
tion, not only of California but of any portion of the United States.
Whence came they, why did they congregate here in such great
numbers and what has become of them?

When Cabrillo in 1542 went ashore at what is now the town of
Naples, some sixteen miles west of the city of Santa Barbara,
attracted perhaps by the plentiful supply of wood and water  or
perhaps by the highest peak in the Santa Ynez range which he is
said to have climbed, he found on each side of the beautiful creek
that flows down from the slopes of Mt. Santa Ynez, a large vil-
lage, each village occupied by a strikingly different tribe. On the
west side of the stream the people were of the northern or Shoshone
type while those on the east side, bore a striking resemblance to the
Aztecs of Mexico. Why this narrow stream should be the boundary
between two almost distinct races, will ever be an unsolved problem.
In fact the origin of all the aborigines of California goes so far
back into the misty past as to preclude any thing more than a guess
as to whence they came.

If we hazard such a guess it may be that these people were the
degenerate descendants of Asiatics who by way of Bering Strait,
or, perhaps by junks from China or Japan, had found their way
thither. This guess has some basis in the fact that these natives
resembled the Esquimaux and the Kamchatkans rather than the
Indians of the eastern portion of the United States.

But even if they had in ages long agone migrated from an Asiatic
center, the mighty changes in geographical and climatic conditions
had made them as truly earth-born to California as any primitive
races of which we have knowledge.

On this point one of California’s most eminent historians, Hittell,
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says: “The day may come when geology or the science of language,
or perhaps some science as yet unknown, will throw light upon the
subject; but at present the Indians can only be treated as other
native products of the country, to be regarded like the bears of the
mountains and the coyotes and spermophiles of the plains, as the |
outgrowth of the soil, moulded to what they were by the circum-
stances under which they lived.”

In one important particular the Indians of California, differed
from those of the region east of the Rockies in that there seemed
no organization beyond that of small settlements called rancherias.
These rancherias seemed independent of each other and there was
no general union under some king or chief, of any large number
of people speaking the same language. In fact the people of almost
every village spoke a different dialect and were known by a dif-
ferent name, so that in giving a list of the different tribes of any
section, one might name the villages, because there seemed as many
distinct peoples as there were rancherias or villages. Within the
present limits of Santa Barbara County it is said there were one
hundred and fifty different tribes and within what is now the city
of San Francisco were four distinct peoples.

When the Spaniards came they classed the people into groups,
naming them from some river, lake, mountain or plain which seemed
the center of that particular population. Consequently we have the
Siskiyous, the Tehamas, the Yosemites, the Petalumas, the Cahuillos,
the Tularenos and the Dieguenos and a vast number of others the
recital of which would weary and have little or no value for the
reader as it would throw no light on the customs of these people
or give any hint of the language spoken by the respective tribes.

When the American came he called them all “Diggers,” from the
fact that they lived principally upon what they could dig out of the
ground or find on its surface. And they were not at all particular
as to the character of their menu, for anything vegetable, from burr-
clover to acorns, or animal, from grub-worms, grass-hoppers and
lizards to fish or quail, seemed popular items of diet. They were
all described as among the most stupid, filthy and lazy of all the
native races of America, those living along the shore of the Santa
Barbara Channel being generally regarded as superior to the others
or perhaps less stupid, filthy and lazy.

There did not seem to be any attractive features about them as
they were undersized, ungainly, with poorly developed limbs and
their faces are described as “wide with low foreheads, flat noses,
small eyes, large mouths and prominent cheek bones.” As a general
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rule the men had no beards and it seemed the custom among those
whose faces developed straggling hairs, to pull them out with
tweezers of bivalve shells, thus conforming to the conventional
beardless pattern. Both sexes wore their hair “banged” across the
forehead on a level with the eyebrows and longer on the sides and
back where it formed a matted thatch of a dusty black hue.

From the foregoing one might consider these people as of an
extremely low order of humanity, but it is very evident that their
condition was largely the result of a degeneration that had taken
place, owing perhaps to idleness and the lack of some mental
stimulus to arouse a desire for better conditions. The testimony
of the first visitors, like Cabrillo and Drake, and the mute evidence
of the remains that have been unearthed, point to a nobler condi-
tion in the two hundred years that intervened between the visits
of the discoverers and the settlement of the country. In the record
of Cabrillo’s voyage (1542) we find that his expedition landed at
Goleta where there was a large village called Cieacut which was
governed by an Indian princess who told him there were sixteen
other villages between that and Point Concepcion. Cabrillo states
that the people were covered with the skins of animals and that
their food consisted of “acorns and a grain which is as large as
maize and is white, of which they make dumplings, it is good food.
They say that inland there is much maize.”

Everywhere along the shore of the Santa Barbara Channel,
Cabrillo found a dense population and large numbers of canoes
which the natives were skillful in fashioning and some of which
would hold twelve or thirteen men. So plentiful were these at
what is now the town of Ventura that he called the place “Pueblo
de las Canoas.”

Again he says: “They have in their villages large public squares
and an enclosure like a circle and around the enclosure they have
heavy blocks of stone fastened in the ground, which issue about
three palms and in the middle of the enclosure they have many
sticks of timber driven in the ground like masts and very thick and
they have many pictures on these posts and we believe that they
worship them for when they dance they go dancing around the
enclosure.”

The hundreds of mounds in various parts of Santa Barbara
County, both on the mainland and on the islands, indicate a dense
population and the remains there found are evidence that at some
previous period the people were considerably advanced in the arts.
Some of the settlements were of great extent. One of the towns
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on Santa Rosa Island appears to have been three miles in length.
A vast amount of relics have been exhumed and many tons for-
warded to the Smithsonian Institute in Washington.

During the present summer (1916) Prof. Outhwaite, anthropolo-
gist of the University of California has been inspecting the mounds
on the island of Santa Cruz and reports that about 100 have been
found. One near Prisoner’s Harbor is 150 feet wide, 300 feet
long and some 18 feet in depth. He estimates that from the number
of these mounds there must have been at least one thousand persons
living on that island. One of the most zealous of the explorers of
these ancient remains was the late Dr. Stephen Bowers of Los
Angeles. In an article on the subject written in 1875, Dr. Bowers
says: ‘

“Southern California is particularly rich in antiquities, and affords
a fine field for the antiquarian and the archaeologist. Indeed this
entire coast from Washington to San Diego, abounds in remains of
former races. But Santa Barbara has proved to be the richest of
all in antiquities. Some months since, the writer discovered a burial
place in an old rancheria at More’s Landing, near Santa Barbara,
which yielded several skeletons, a number of arrow-heads, shell orna-
ments, etc. Last month the writer conducted a division of the
Wheeler United States Geographical and Geological Survey, under
Drs. Yarrow and Rothrock of the United States Army, to this spot,
who further explored it with success. This led to the discovery
of another ‘bonanza’ near by, on what is called the ‘Island.’
(Mescaltitan.) This is a tract of land belonging to Mr. Alexander
More (now Mr. John F. More) containing about seventy acres and
at high tide, twice a month, is completely surrounded by water. It
is made of decomposed slate with a dip of about 30 west and is
post pliocene. This island is covered with marine shells and other
kitchen refuse, to a depth of from two to six feet. The overflowed
land surrounding was once a day yielding vast quantities of edible
mollusks, upon which the tribes of this and adjacent elevations
subsisted.

“From the two locations mentioned, the Wheeler party shipped fifty
boxes of antiquities, amounting to some ten tons, which has about
exhausted the place. In the first mentioned place the skeletons were
lying with faces downward and heads to the west while on the
‘Island’ the heads were generally to the north, faces down and
knees drawn up against the breast. The skulls differed but little
from existing aboriginal races on this coast, the facial angle denot-
‘ing ordinary intelligence. The bones were large and the processes
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on them denoted great physical development. The remains of but
few animals were found, except seals, fish, and mollusks, and occa-
sionally the bone of a dog. Large quantities of a small black seed
were found in some places, supposed to have been used in making
a beverage. Numbers of pipes indicated the smokings propensities
of the owners. They were made from steatite, some of them being
a foot in length, having polished bone mouth-pieces.

“The principal antiquities found were ollas, finely carved from
magnesium limestone, pipes, vases, cups, ladles, tortilla stones, from
same material; beads and innumerable trinkets, manufactured from
shells ; mortars, pestles, and warclubs from sandstones, etc. The
ollas were used for many cooking vessels, while many of the smaller
vessels and haliotis shells were doubtless, used as drinking cups.
A few iron implements wrapped in fur, were found; also an old
Spanish axe ornamented with feathers, the impressions of which
were visible in the rust.

“Among the ornaments were ear pendants, brooches, beads, etc.
Rude knives of flint were common, and occasionally one of obsidian.
Bone drill-heads, perforators, etc. were somewhat abundant. In-
struments of flint, from three to six inches long, chipped into the
shape of a three cornered file, were found with the skeletons, which,
I presume, were used for the double purpose of rasp and spear-head.
The war clubs were made of sandstone and limestone, and were
from twenty to twenty-six inches in length. They were usually
about two and a half inches in diameter at the larger end and
gradually tapered to about one and a half inches at the smaller
end, where an ornamental knob or band kept the hand from slip-
ping. The spear and arrow heads were very fine. The former
were sometimes ten inches long, manufactured from whitish flint
and showing the highest workmanship. Some of the vessels had
been broken while in use and cemented with asphaltum, holes being
drilled on each side of the fracture and thongs inserted. A small
portion of a fish net was found which had ingeniously been made of
threads manufactured of some kind of grass. In some instances
haliotis shells and small stone vessels had been filed with paint. In
other instances the paint had been made into balls and squares and
ornamented. Beads of shell and stone were used for embroidery,
and for other ornamental purposes. The remains of old dug-outs or
boats made of redwood were found. In all the ollas and graves
were found pieces of redwood, showing a superstitious regard for
that wood. Wampum made of olivella shells was common among
the trinkets. Several specimens of a kind of flute made of bone,
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were found among the remains. The place had undoubtedly been
inhabited for several hundred years and was not abandoned until
the present century, or until after the presence .of the white race.
In one instance I found beside a skeleton a war club of stone, a
harpoon of eopper, and a spear of iron. The iron was considerably
decayed. Here was a representation of the three different ages
of man, the stone, the bronze, and the iron. The skeletons which
were numerous were buried from two to six feet below the surface.”

Another investigator who devoted a great deal of his life to
scientific research was the late Dr. L. N. Dimmick, long a resident
of the «city of Santa Barbara and a man who was looked upon as
an authority upon any subject he had taken up. From one of his
valuable papers on the subject of the Indians and their remains, we
quote the following: '

“Of the inhabitants of this country, previous to its discovery by
Cabrillo in 1542, nothing is known except as is developed by a
minute examination of their rancherias and cemeteries. From these
have been obtained many tons of their household utensils, tools,
weapons, ornaments, and various other articles that throw light
upon their domestic economy, occupations, character and history.
When this coast was discovered by Cabrillo, no other portion was
found so densely populated as this vicinity. The early records of
the Missions give the names of over 150 clans or rancherias that
were located in the limits of the territory afterwards incorporated
as the County of Santa Barbara. The supply of food seems to have
been so abundant that there was no struggle for existence, and the
climate so even and delightful that they showed their. appreciation
of these conditions by crowding it with a dense population, who, for
a long period, enjoyed here a peaceful and indolent life. Excava-
tions into the cemeteries show that many of the localities had been
occupied continuously, probably for ten centuries at least.

“With the skeletons that from the measure of decay seem to have
been buried from 100 to 300 years, were found a few modern beads
and other articles of European manufacture, mingled with stone,
wood, bone and shell implements. Still deeper beneath these graves
were found remains more decayed with only the stone and shell
utensils. Layers were found of deeper and deeper interments in
which the human remains crumbled into dust on being exposed to
the air. Notwithstanding the dry character of the soil would favor
their longer preservation, these skeletons exhibited an antiquity
equally great with the remains of the mound-builders in the Missis-
sippi Valley. The skulls resemble those of the more intelligent of
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the native races. The bones indicated a muscular race, of medium
stature, somewhat taller than the inland tribes. The sites of their
villages are covered with the remains of mollusks, fish, and seals,
showing that from these animals they obtained the larger portion
of their food. The rarity of warlike implements indicates that they
were a peaceful race. Their care for the dead proves that they
were not destitute of natural affection, and the fact that they buried
with their departed friends all the implements and other articles of
value belonging to them, testifies that they believed in a future
state of existence, where these articles might be of value to them.
The bodies were usually buried with the face downward, and the
knees drawn up under the body.

“With many of the skeletons of females were found balls of red
ochre. Sometimes this was carefully preserved in abalone shells
or in small stone cups. Bracelets and necklaces of bone and shells,
together with strings of shell beads and shell ear-rings, had been
buried with them. The most common domestic utensil was the
stone mortar and pestle, which were of all sizes from those holding
three or four gallons down to those holding a pint. In these they
doubtless pounded their acorns and other seeds, which they seasoned
with grasshoppers when they were plentiful enough. They had
tortilla stone cut out of soapstone or steatite, that were fire-proof,
on which they baked their acorn cakes. They also carved from this
same kind of stone neat cooking utensils. They were globular with
rather narrow apertures, often encircled by raised rims and will
hold from half a gallon to four gallons. Cups, bowls, and ladles
were carved from serpentine and highly polished. Rude knives and
awls were made from flint and bone. Abalone shells were used for
drinking purposes and for plates. Needles were made of bone.

“Highly polished serpentine pipes, with hollow bone mouth-pieces,
cemented in place with asphaltum, indicate that they liked to enjoy
their ease when smoking, as the straight elongated pipe was only
adapted to be used with comfort when the smoker was in a recum-
bent position. They made fish-hooks of both bone and shell. Arrow
and spear-heads were of flint, as were also the scrapers with which
they dressed and prepared the seal-skins for their clothing. Remains
of nets and abundance of sinkers found on the islands near the best
fishing grounds, show they were experts in this mode of catching
fish. These sinkers were generally discoidal stones, with the open-
ing in the center beveled. It is probable that they had secondary
uses for these stone rings and that they were used in playing games.
One variety of these discoidal stones is club-headed in form, and is
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supposed to have been used on sticks of wood for convenience in
digging the ground for roots. Whistles and flutes of hollow bones
of birds show that they were not entirely destitute of musical taste.
Their shell money was generally small, round pieces of flat shells,
perforated in the center or else small shells like the olivellas, trun-
cated at the apex to permit them to be strung together. Beautiful
models of boats were carved in serpentine. As the northern tribes
on the Sacramento River and around the Bay of San Francisco
knew nothing about boats, having only balsas, which were small
rafts of tules or rushes, the possession of these small models which
they evidently prized highly, and the boats which they possessed
in abundance when Cabrillo first visited them and which he describes
as constructed with bent planks, cemented with bitumen, the largest
of them capable of carrying twenty persons in safety across the
channel between the mainland and the outlying islands, proves them
to have been a much more intelligent race than any of the more
northern tribes. But as soon as the eye of the white man rested
upon them they began to melt away. A little more than 300 years
later and the native race was almost extinct. This fair domain, once
their exclusive possession, is now the occupancy of another race,
who wander over the deserted homes that are all the record this
vanished race left of their history ‘of their inner life, their aspira-
tions, hopes and fears in the unrecorded past.’”

A learned Frenchman, M. Cassac, some forty years ago, made in-
vestigations here which led him to express the opinion that the
races here of the time of Cabrillo were of the same type as those
that settled Mexico and not of the Shoshone race found in northern
California. He based his opinion in this regard on the relics found
in the mounds and the evidence that some progress had been made
in a rude species of agriculture, as shown by certain implements
apparently designed to cultivate the ground.

Other discoveries in Santa Barbara County tending to show that
a more advanced race than the natives found by the padres, once
occupied the land, are certain paved courts or enclosures in the
northern part of the county evidently used for public purposes or
perhaps religious exercises.

One of these on the Sisquos is nearly two hundred feet in diam-
eter and consists of an outer circle of stones set in the ground
with a paved court in the center, to which paved walks were made
from the outer circle.

There are also many examples of painted rocks in several parts
of the county notably on the Cuyama River and in the mountains
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northwest of Santa Barbara. One of these known as the “Painted
Cave” is a source of great interest to antiquarians and has given a
name to one of the leading mountain resorts in this section. While
that section of the cave which bears the paintings is now quite small,
owing to action of the weather on the soft sandstone, what still
remains shows some five different colors as having been used in the
decorations.

What became of the gentle people which Cabrillo found in such
vast numbers on his first visit must ever be a subject of specula-
tion, but it is quite evident that some fatality must have over-
taken them during the two centuries intervening between Cabrillo’s
time and the middle of the 18th century when white men again
became familiar with the country.

The Indians of the islands, seem to have been the victims 6f
some more savage tribes from the north for they seem to have
perished in a wholesale way at times. Some thirty-five years ago
a high wind on San Miguel Island uncovered some fifty skeletons
which had evidently all perished in a general massacre for the in-
dications of violence on the skulls showed that some deadly weapon
had been used to hasten their departure to the “happy hunting
grounds.”

We believe from the foregoing that we may fairly assume that a
race equal at least to the semi-civilized Aztecs which the Spanish
discoverers found in Mexico, once inhabited the Santa Barbara
Channel Islands and the adjacent mainland. That in process of
centuries the mildness of the climate and the ease with which life
could be sustained, together with the density of population, grad-
ually wrought a change in these people until in their degeneration
they fell a prey to warlike tribes from the north and left as sur-
vivors the feeble races gathered together by the pious zeal of the
devoted padres in the Mission settlements.

Leaving now the domain of speculation and theory, attractive
though it be, but rather the province of the ethnologist than that of
the historian, let us consider the historical narrative that has found
a place in the world’s records, touching these shores.

All historians agree that Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo was the first
white man to put his foot on the shore of what is now California and
leave a record of the fact. e

The peninsula of Lower California had long been known and
portions of it settled by the Spaniards but Cabrillo was the first to
sail past Cape Bajo on the western shore of the peninsula and
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explore the coast north of that point, until at what is now San
Diego, he stood for the first time on the soil of California.

Up to that time many of the old maps represent Lower California
as an island. In fact the old romance of “Sergas de Esplandian,”
published in 1510, which furnished the name “California,” expressly
states that it is an island, for in chapter 157 it is said:

“Know that on the right hand of the Indies there is an island
called California, very near to the terrestrial paradise, which was
peopled with black women without any men among them, because
they were accustomed to live after the manner of Amazons. They
were of strong and hardened bodies of ardent courage and great
force. The island was the strongest in the world from its steep
rocks and great cliffs.”

*That the name was given by Cortez, who was doubtless familiar
with the romance, we have the testimony of the Spanish historian,
Herrara, who was in a position to gather accurate information on
the subject, having access to the records and reports on the various
expeditions of Cortez.

As to the derivation of the word, some have suggested “calida
fornax” hot oven, from the hot and arid character of the peninsula
to which the name was given, but it is more reasonable to assume
that when the natives were asked the name of the country, the reply
had a sound suggestive of the name found in the old romance and
that Cortez caught it as a verification of the story. The credulity
of those early Spanish discoverers is almost beyond belief and they
were constantly looking for something unusual and romantic.

After a short stay in the bay of San Diego, Cabrillo again sailed
up the coast, discovering the islands of San Clemente and Santa
Catalina, and soon entering what is now called the Channel of Santa
Barbara. Here he found populous settlements both on the islands
and the mainland. The climate seemed to impress him very favor-
ably as he characterized it by the term “deliciosa.”

He traded with the natives who came out to the vessels in well
made canoes and at what is now Naoles, landed and climbed Mt.

- Santa Ynez, no doubt with the object of securing a wider view of
the new region than that afforded from the decks of his vessels.

Later, on San Miguel island, he sustained a severe fall, breaking
his arm near the shoulder. This injury failed to mend for some
reason and led to his death on January 3, 1543.

His chief pilot, Ferrelo, buried his dead commander on that wind-
swept island which he named Juan Rodriguez in his memory. Fer-
relo conducted the expedition as far north as Cape Blanco on the
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Oregon coast, passing Cape Mendocino which he named and which
with the title “Dos Pueblos,” which he gave to the two settlements
at the mouth of that creek, are the only names that remain on the
Coast of California, given by the Cabrillo expedition. :
Some years ago there was discovered among the Spanish archives
at Madrid, Spain, a report of Cabrillo’s voyage, kept in the manmer
of a ship’s log, and this document was secured by a representative
of the United States government and brought to this country. It
may interest our readers to know just what was said of this part
of the Golden State by the first white men who saw it three hundred
and seventy-five years ago. We commence the narrative at the
point where Cabrillo leaves what is now Santa Monica for the north
and coasts along the shore of Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties.
“The following Monday, on the ninth day of the said month of
October (1542) they departed from La Bahia de los Fumos (Santa
Monica) and proceeded this day about six leagues and anchored
in a large inlet and they passed on thence the following day, Tues-
day, and proceeded about eight leagues on a coast northwest and
southeast; and we saw on the land a village of Indians near the
sea and the houses large in the manner of those of New Spain; and
they anchored in front of a very large valley on the coast. Here
came to the ship many very good canoes which held in each one
twelve or thirteen Indians and they gave them notice of Christians
who were journeying in the interior. The coast is from northwest
to southeast. Here they gave them some presents, with which they
were much pleased. They made signs that in seven days they
could go where the Spaniards were traveling; and Juan Rodriguez
was determined to send two Spaniards to the interior. They also
made signs that there was a great river. With these Indians they
sent a letter at a venture to the Christians. They gave name to
this village of ‘El Pueblo de las Canoas’; they go covered with
some skins of animals; they are fishers and eat the fish raw; they
also eat agaves. This village is in 354 degrees. The country
within is a very beautiful valley; and they made signs that there
was in that valley much maize and much food. There appear
within this valley some sierras very high, and the land is very
rugged. They call the Christians Taquimine. Here they took
possession ; here they remained until Friday, the thirteenth day of
the said month.
" “Friday, the thirteenth day of said month of October, they de-
parted from Pueblo de las Canoas on their voyage and proceeded
this day six or seven leagues, and passed two large islands which
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extend four leagues each one and are four leagues from the conti-
nent. They are uninhabited because there is no water in them and
they have good ports. The coast of the mainland runs west-north-~
west, the country is level with many cabins and trees; and the
following Saturday they continued on their course and proceeded
two leagues, no more; and they anchored opposite a valley very
beautiful and very populous, the land being level with many trees.
Here came canoes with fish to barter; they remained great friends.

*“And the Sunday following, the fifteenth day of the said month,
they held on their voyage along the coast about ten leagues; and
there were always many canoes, for all the coast is very populous;
and many Indians were continually coming aboard the ships; and
they pointed out to us the villages and named them by their names,
which are Xucu (Ventura) Bis, Sopono, Alloc, Xabaagua, Xotococ,
Nacbue, Quelqueme, Misinagua, Misesopano, Elquis, Coloc, Mugu,
Xagua, Anabuc, Partocac, Susuquey, Quanmu, Gua, Asimu, Aguin,
Casalic, Tucumu, Incpupu. All these villages extend from the
first, Pueblo de las Canoas, which is called Xucu, as far as this place;
they are in a very good country, with very good plains and many
trees and cabins; they go clothed with skins; they said that inland
there were many towns, and much maize and three days’ distance;
they called the maize, oep,; and also that there were many cows.
They called the cows, cae; they also gave us notice of some people
with beards and clothed. They passed this day along the shore of
a large island which is fifteen leagues in length; and they said
that it was very populous and that it contained the following vil-
lages: Niquipos, Maxul, Xugua, Nitel, Macamo, Nimitopal. They
called the island San Lucas; it is from this place to Pueblo de las
Canoas eighteen leagues; the island is from the continent six leagues.

“Monday the sixteenth day of said month, sailing along the coast,
they proceeded four leagues, and anchored in the evening opposite
two villages (Dos Pueblos) and also this day canoes were continually
coming to the ships ; and they made signs that further on there were
canoes much larger.

“The Tuesday following, the seventeenth day of the said month,
they proceeded three leagues with fair weather ; and there were with
the ship from daybreak many canoes; and the Captain continually
gave them many presents; and all this coast where they have passed
is very populous; they brought them a large quantity of fresh sar-
dines, very good; they say that inland there are many villages and
much food; these did not eat any maize; they went clothed with
skins and wear their hair very long and tied up with cords very
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long and placed in the hair; and these strings have many small
daggers attached of flint and wood and bone. The land is very
excellent in appearance.

“Wednesday, the eighteenth day of the said month, they went run-
ning along the coast until ten o’clock and saw all the coast populous;
and, because a fresh wind sprung up, canoes did not come. They
came near a point which forms a cape like a galley and they named
it Cabo de Galera (now Point Concepcion) and it is in a little over
36 degrees; and because there was a fresh northwest wind they
stood off from the shore and discovered two islands, the large one
which has eight leagues of coast running east and west ‘but with
only five leagues of coast running as described; the other has four
leagues with only two leagues, and in this small one there is a good
port and they are peopled ; they are ten leagues from the continent;
they are called Las Islas de San Lucas. From the mainland to
Cabo de Galera it runs west by northeast; and from Pueblo de las
Canoas to Cabo de Galera there is a very populous province; and
they call it Xexu; it has many languages different from each other;
it is from El Pueblo de las Canoas to El Cabo de Galera, thirty
leagues they were in these islands until the following Wednesday,
because it was very stormy.

“Wednesday, the twenty-fifth day of the month, they departed
from the said islands, from the one which was more to the wind-
ward ; it has a very good port so that from all the storms of the sea
no damage will be suffered by those within its shelter; they call it
La Posesion. ‘

“Thursday, on the twenty-third day of the month, they approached
on a backward course the island of San Lucas and one of them
named La Posesion; and they ran along all the coast, point by
point, from El Cabo de Pinos to them, and they found no harbor,
so that of necessity they had to return to the said island, on account
of having these days a very high west-northwest wind, and the
swell of the sea was very great. From Cabo de Martin to Cabo de
Pinos we saw no Indian, because of the coast being bold and with-
out harbor and rugged ; and on the southeast side of Cabo de Martin
for 15 leagues they found the country inhabited and many smokes,
for the land is good ; but from El Cabo de Martin as far as to forty
degrees we saw no signs of Indians. El Cabo de San Martin is in
37% degrees. (This is evidently what is now called Point Ano
Nuevo above Santa Cruz.)

“While wintering in this Isla de Posesion, on the third day of

January, 1543, departed from this present life, Juan Rodriguez
Vol. I—3
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Cabrillo, captain of the said ships, from a fall which he had on
the same island at a former time when they were there, by which he
broke an arm near the shoulder. He left for captain the chief pilot,
who was one Bartolome Ferrel, a native of the Levant; and he
charged them much at the time of his death that they should not
give up the discovery as far as possible of all that coast. They
named the island La Isla de Juan Rodriguez. The Indians call this
island Liquimiymu, and another they call Nicalque, and the other
they call Limu. In this island de la Posesion there are two villages,
the one is called Zaco and the other Nimollolo. On one of the other
islands there are three villages; one they call Nochochi, and another
Coycoy, and the other Estocoloco. On the other island there are
eight villages which are, Miquesesquelua, Poele, Pisqueno, Pualna-
catup, Patiquiu, Patiquilid, Ninumu, Muoc, Pilidquay, Lilibeque.

“The Indians of these islands are very poor. They are fishermen;
they eat nothing but fish; they sleep on the ground; all their busi-
ness and employment is to fish. In each house they say there are
fifty souls. They live very swinishly, they go naked. They were in
these islandS from the twenty-third of November to the nineteenth
of January. In all this time, which was almost two months, there
were very hard wintry storms on the land and sea. The winds
which prevailed most were west-southwest, and south-southwest
and west-northwest. The weather was very tempestuous.”

Cabrillo’s voyage furnished the data from which maps were made
of the coast of California for the next hundred years and it is quite
remarkable that practically only two names of those given by him,
remain to this day,—Dos Pueblos and Mendocino, one a precinct of
Santa Barbara County and the other a prominent cape of Northern
California. "

In a letter from New York to the Daily News of Santa Barbara,
during the summer of 1916, the editor of that paper states that he
saw in the Huntington Geographical Building, an old map of the
year 1600 upon which the name of “Dos Pueblos” appeared in its
proper place on the coast of California. Thus it is evident that
Cabrillo’s nomenclature in this instance must have made an impres-
sion on later geographers.

Up to the year 1600 a belief generally prevailed that there was
a passage from the Atlantic to the Pacific somewhere in the latitude
of Labrador and reaching the Pacific about latitude 45 or 50. The
long persistence of this belief is hard to explain but it probably had
its origin in the stories of navigators who had looked into Hudson’s
Strait on the Atlantic side and made some investigation into the
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Puget Sound country on the Pacific side. Several navigators were
said to have sailed through the passage which they called the
“Straits of Anian,” among them Andres de Urdaneta, Martin
Chaque, De Maldonado and Juan de Fuca. Maps published in those
days shortened the North American continent very materially by
placing this mythical strait from ocean to ocean in latitude fifty
degrees or thereabouts.

It was through these straits that the Spanish authorities in Mexico
believed that Drake, Cavendish, Rogers and Shelvocke came,—those
old English pirates who wrought such havoc with Spanish commerce
.and Spanish lives in the latter half of the sixteenth century. They
could not account for their sudden presence in the north Pacific
unless they had reached it by some northern passage. And it was to
establish settlements along the coast of California, which might be
used as points of departure for the Philippines and also to obtain
control of the country before the English should get possession, that
the expedition of Sebastian Viscaino was determined upon by
Philip III of Spain at the beginning of the seventeenth century.

In pursuance of this determination, Viscaino, on the fifth day of
May, 1602, set sail from the harbor of Acapulco, Mexico, with four
vessels. He was accompanied by a staff of learned men, chief of
whom was an eminent geographer, surveyor and draftsman, named
Antonio de la Ascension, a brother of the Carmelite Order. As the
voyage proceeded, Ascension made a map of the coast line and the
adjacent islands and the names he gave to the headlands, capes,
_ bays and islands, are the names by which we know them today.

The expedition did not reach what is now known as San Diego
Bay, until November 1oth, where it remained for ten days. From
San Diego, Viscaino sailed northward, carefully examining the
islands, bays and prominent landmarks as he proceeded and on the
4th day of December, 1602, entered the Channel of Santa Barbara,
giving it that name because the 4th day of December is sacred to the
memory of Saint Barbara, virgin and martyr.

Viscaino did not anchor in the Channel of Santa Barbara but he
was visited on his ship, the Three Kings, by a noted chieftain of the
country who very much desired that he come ashore. Although
the chief, noting the absence of women on the vessel, offered ten
women to each member of the ship’s crew, if they would land.
Viscaino did not consider the offer sufficiently tempting to accede
to the wishes of the chief and kept on his way up the coast. He
describes the country as beautiful and populous, but as his mission
was more particularly directed toward the more northern section
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of the California coast, he made no delay in his efforts to carry out
the wishes of the Spanish government under whose direction he was
acting.

It is very remarkable that after so flattering a report of the
country as Viscaino was able to make, no steps were taken to
colonize it for more than one hundred and fifty years. We must
remember, however, that at this time Spain had lands and to spare
in all parts of the world and that colonization and development did
not move with the express speed that marks the progress of modern
enterprise in the twentieth century. And as no more English
pirates came into that region to harry and destroy Spain’s commerce,
one important reason for settling the country ceased to exist.

Shortly after the middle of the eighteenth century, it came to the
knowledge of the Spanish government, that the Russians who al-
ready dominated a large section of the continent in the northwest,
where they had established settlements in what is now Alaska, were
working down the coast of California. In fact they had already
made some settlements north of San Francisco Bay, notably on
Russian River, and their seal and otter hunters were ravaging the
Channel Islands, killing the inhabitants and working havoc with
the fur-bearing animals which abounded there and which was evi-
dently the lure that had drawn them so far south.

Charles III of Spain, determined to stop these incursions and to
Christianize and colonize the country before further inroads were
made by the subjects of the White Czar.

As the Order of the Jesuits was now out of favor with the Spanish
government, having under an order dated April 2, 1767, been de-
prived of all their mission property in Lower California and expelled
from all Spanish colonial dependencies, the work of evangelization
and colonization in upper California was turned over to the Order
of St. Francis and Father Junipero Serra, or Father Junipero as he
was commonly called, was, under an agreement between the Spanish
Viceroy of Mexico and the Superior General of the Franciscan
Order, placed in charge of the work.

And here it seems that we may properly digress from history to
biography,—for one is truly a part of the other, and give some
account of this wonderful man who not only planted the cross on
the plains and mountains of California but also the seeds of a
civilization, which, though unlike that which now prevails in this
golden land, was an immeasurable advance over the mental and
moral degradation which had so besotted the aboriginal tribes.

To the people of Santa Barbara in particular, his name is of ex-
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ceeding interest, because he founded the city of which today, they
are so proud. '

This remarkable man who has been well named the “Apostle of
California,” was born in the Island of Majorca, one of the Balearic
Isles (and known to the ancients as the “Isles of Love”) in the
Mediterranean Sea, on the 24th of November, 1713. His native
town was Petra and his father’s name was Antonio Serra. His .
mother’s maiden name was Margarita Ferrer. The Serras were of
the common people but honest, pious and of good report, and they
had their son baptized on the day he was born. At his baptism he
was given the name of Miguel Joseph.

From his earliest years he was carefully instructed in the Catholic
faith and he early gained the good will of the fathers in the convent
of San Bernardino in his native town. They taught him to sing and
he served as chorister and acolyte in the parish church.

While small in stature and somewhat delicate in appearance, he
was firm in character and had a marvelous strength of will that
knew no obstacle to the fulfillment of any work he attempted to do.

Early in youth he formed the purpose of becoming a Franciscan,
for the story of that favorite Catholic saint, Francis of Assisi, had
strongly impressed him and he determined not only to live the
simple, ascetic life of the Order, but to go out as-a missionary and
persuade the world to listen to his story of a better way of living.

He was only seventeen years old when he took his first vows in
the Order, taking the name of Junipero, which was the name of one
of the disciples of the founder of the Order.

He now applied himself very closely to study and his active in-
tellect was the delight of his teachers. He early obtained a degree
from the Lullian University of Spain and received the appointment
of the John Scotus chair of philosophy which he held until he came
to America. His learning brough him fame but his great success
came as a preacher, with an eloquence that brought large crowds to
hear his sermons. Serra’s zeal for his faith at length led him to
decide to come to America and Christianize the natives of Mexico
and contiguous countries.

It was a momentous step to take and he dwelt long and prayer-
fully over the undertaking, and it was only when his bosom friend,
Francisco Palou, who after his death became his biographer, an-
nounced his wish to also go as a missionary to the New World, that
Junipero told him of his resolution.

The two friends made an effort to obtain the consent of the
Comisario General of foreign missions but he gave them little en-
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couragement at the time as the complement of missionaries which it
was proposed to send at that time, had already been made up.

It so happened, however, that when some of these would-be mis-
sionaries from inland homes, saw the great ocean they were ex-
pected to cross, they got “cold feet” as the saying goes and gave
up the trip. This made an opportunity for Serra and his friend
Palou and the Comisario General at once sent for them to take the
places of those whose faith had failed at the moment of departure.

Serra and Palou were overjoyed at the news and at once ar-

BIrD’S-EYE VIEW OF SANTA BARBARA, WITH ISLANDS IN THE
DisTtaANCE

ranged for their journey. They were compelled to take an English
ship which was to carry them to Malaga and they found the master’
of the vessel to be as Palou says, “a stubborn, cross-grained heretic”
who never let up on them during the fifteen days of the trip to
Malaga, constantly disputing and arguing with them over doctrinal
points. Serra’s knowledge of theology and acuteness of intellect
were such as to constantly confound the disputatious captain and
keep him enraged during the voyage.

After a few days at Malaga they went to Cadiz and there the
missionary party was made up, consisting of Serra, Palou, and
three others from Majorca, Fray Verger, Fray Vicens and Fray
Crespi. Junipero and Palou were the first to leave for Vera Cruz
and they were ninety-nine days on the voyage. They were in sight
" of Vera Cruz when a “norther” came ip and drove the vessel
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towards Campeche. This wind lasted two days and on the morning
of the 4th of December, Saint Barbara’s day, the little band of mis-
sionaries were gathered in the cabin to decide which saint to appeal
to in such a perilous strait. They all shouted, “Viva Santa Barbara”
and Palou says that the wind at once abated and they reached Vera
Cruz on the 6th of December.

On arriving at Vera Cruz the missionaries held a solemn fiesta
in honor of Saint Barbara and Junipero preached the sermon, amaz-
ing the audience by his eloquence.

From Vera Cruz he went on foot to the City of Mexico and the
experiences of that journey lasted him through life for a slight
injury to his ankle at that time, was so aggravated by exposure and
neglect that it became a constant burden which he carried to his
grave,

Reaching the College of San Fernando at Mexico, he was received
with great distinction by the friars, for his reputation for eloquence,
scholarship and piety had preceded him.

Here he spent five quiet months in performance of his religious
duties but was not altogether happy. He had come to Mexico to
labor among the Indians, not for a life of ease.

When the Guardian of the College let it be known that mis-
sionaries were wanted in the remote regions of the Sierra Gordas,
Junipero at once asked to be sent there although the neighborhood
was considered unhealthy and was occupied by a warlike tribe that
had given the Spaniards no end of trouble. Upon being assigned to
this distant mission, he made the trip on foot in spite of his weak
foot and ankle.

So well did he handle the situation in the Sierra Gordas that he
was made President of all the missions in that section.

Here he labored nine years and with such marked success that he
was asked to go to Texas to take charge of some very unruly mis-
sions there among the Apache Indians. He made preparations to
do so but before he had started the Government decided to send
some soldiers instead and Junipero remained in the City of Mexico.
Here his wonderful powers as a preacher attracted great audiences.
His fervent appeals to his hearers were supplemented by the most
cruel self-chastisement in which he would sometimes beat himself
into a state of insensibility. He seemed to omit no opportunity to
mortify his physical body by the most unusual penances.

One day when he was scourging himself on the bare shoulders
with an iron chain, a man among his hearers, unable to longer
endure the sight of the cruel beating the father was giving himself,
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rushed to the pulpit, seized the chain and applied it to his own
shoulders, exclaiming, “I am the ungrateful sinner who should do
penance for many sins, and not the padre who is a saint.” So ter-
ribly did he beat himself that he fell exhausted and shortly expired.

It was during Junipero’s stay in the City of Mexico, that the
expulsion of the Jesuits from the Spanish colonies was determined
upon and carried out and Junipero was selected to take charge of
the missions left in Lower California by that Order.

He had been in charge there but a short time when the resolution
of the Spanish government to colonize and Christianize Upper Cali-
fornia, led to his selection as the spiritual head of the expedition
which was prepared for that purpose, Jose de Galvez being the
military commander.

It was on the ninth day of February, 1769, almost six years before
the signing of the Declaration of Independence by the Continental
Congress at Philadelphia, that the San Carlos, a leaky little packet
of some two hundred tons burden, sailed from La Paz with a com-
plement in all of sixty-two persons and a quantity of supplies
including plants and seeds for the new settlements. She was fol-
lowed on the fifteenth of the same month by the San Antonio carry-
ing other friars and workmen, but Junipero remained behind to
wind up the affairs of the missions of which he had charge there,
and then in spite of his fatigue and lameness, started on his long
journey of a thousand miles, over a frightful country, to San
Diego Bay. '

His comrade, Palou, felt sure that Junipero would in his weakened
condition, die on the road, for when he started he had to be lifted
on his mule by two soldiers. His indomitable will seemed to carry
him through every extremity and he said, “If it is° God’s will that
I die on the road then bury me there and I will remain contentedly
among the Gentiles, but I have confidence that God will give me
strength to reach San Diego.”

And he did reach it at last in mortal pain and weariness after
a two months’ journey overland. On the 16th day of July, 1769,
was founded the first Mission in Upper California, at San Diego
Bay and here began Serra’s work among the natives of this coast,
which continued for fifteen years and marks a period of restless
activity and successful effort such as has never fallen to the lot of one
so physically incapacitated for such arduous duty.

We will not follow this devoted man in his mission-founding work
in California, except in connection with the establishment of the
Presidio at Santa Barbara, an account of which will appear later.
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It may seem to the reader that we have given too much space to
the life of Junipero Serra but we have done it advisedly because
of the very prominent part he occupies in the history of the county
under our notice. In fact, without Junipero Serra and his work,
the whole history of California might have been much different, for
it must be remembered that the saving of California to Spain, meant
its ultimate acquisition by the United States. Had not the zealous
padre stretched his border line of civilization along the shore from
San Diego to San Francisco, Russia might now be the dominant
authority on this stretch of coast and the dominion of the United
States limited to the country east of the Rockies. We therefore
feel that the founder of the fair city of Santa Barbara is entitled to
first place in any historical sketch of this or any other portion of
the Golden State. And we can think of nothing better with which
to end this chapter than the closing words of his biographer, Fitch,
in the intensely interesting work he published two years ago:

“Second only to his spiritual grandeur was his intellectual great-
ness. Modest monk as he was, he was yet a born leader of men.
Had nature framed him for a soldier instead of a friar, his men
would have followed him into battle as devotedly as his loyal
brethren followed him into exile. Had he been civil governor
instead of president of an order only, his executive ability would
have been known in high places. As it was, being but a simple friar,
he was California’s greatest pioneer, the first civilizer of our western
coast.”



CHAPTER III
THE SPANISH-MEXICAN PERIOD

This period properly begins with the founding of the Presidio
of Santa Barbara by Junipero Serra on the 21st day of April, 1782.

This event antedated the founding of the Mission by nearly four
years.

In order to comprehend the system under which the friars and
the military and civil authorities instituted the settlements in Cali-
fornia, we will define some terms that one finds in constant use in
the histories of those times. These terms were Presidios, Castillos,
Pueblos, and Missions.

The Presidios were the military garrisons for the protection of
the missionaries and were first established along the coast at promi-
nent points so as to be the seat of the local governments which were
expected to follow. There were four of these Presidios in Cali-
fornia, San Diego, Santa Barbara, Monterey and San Francisco.
They were generally uniform in structure, having adobe walls twelve
to fourteen feet high and enclosing a square of about three hundred
feet on a side. At the angles were small bastions mounting a
number of bronze cannon, carrying a twelve-pound ball.

Within the enclosure were the barracks for the soldiers, a store-
house, a church and the residence of the commandant. On the out-
side was a ditch twelve feet wide and six feet deep. To the en-
closure were two gates which were closed during the night but stood
open during the day.

To each Presidio were assigned two hundred and fifty soldiers.
But the military supply was generally short and rarely was that
number found at any one Presidio. The duty of the garrison was
to defend the Presidio settlement and furnish a small guard for the
fathers when they undertook any hazardous journey or went out
to establish a new mission.

The soldiers were dressed in buckskin uniform which was gen-
erally considered impervious to the arrows of the natives, and the
horses also were partly covered with leather armor as a protection.

The Castillo was a covered battery near the Presidio as an addi-
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tional protection. It was mounted with a few guns of small calibre
but sufficiently dangerous to keep the timorous natives at a distance.

The Pueblo was the town which grew up about the Presidio and
was originally intended to provide a home for the soldiers who
had served out their term of enlistment and did not desire to return
to Spain or Mexico.

These frequently married Indian women and from them have
sprung the large mixed population still found in California. The
Pueblo was separate from the Presidio and the Mission, and was
built on lands granted by the fathers for that purpose. Any person
desiring to be a resident of a Pueblo might settle there and thus
these Pueblos soon became larger than the mission settlements ad-
joining.

There were four of these Pueblos in Upper California, Los
Angeles, Santa Barbara, one named Branciforte near Santa Cruz,
and San Jose.

The Mission was supposed to be the parent institution of all and
it was in the interest of the Mission and its work that the other
institutions were developed.

At the Mission the natives resided, there they were given religious
instruction and taught various useful trades and arts. OQutsiders
were not allowed to live at the Mission, though they might visit
it for a short time. The friars did not wish the natives to mingle
with the whites as they too well knew the demoralizing effect that
was sure to follow. ‘

The Missions were constructed on the same general plan with
quadrangular enclosures of adobe walls, generally two stories high,
at one corner of which was a church, built in a more or less impos-
ing style. The rest of the enclosure was devoted to the apartments
of the fathers, store-houses, and the Mission garden with fountains
and trees. These enclosures were sometimes six hundred feet
square.

The Missions were entirely under the management of the friars,
the older ones attending to the administration of the interior de-
partments and the outside work being in charge of the younger
brothers.

One large apartment in the Mission was devoted to the use of
Indian girls who were instructed by a matron in such domestic arts
as might be useful to them in after life. They were not permitted
to leave this careful guardianship until old enough to be married.
The younger children were taught in schools and those who showed
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any special musical taste were given instruction in playing the flute,
horn or violin.

The usual routine of daily services and labor at the Missions was
as follows: )

At sunrise all arose and went to the church, where after prayers,
they all assisted at the mass. These services lasted about an hour
after which breakfast was partaken and each went to his or her
respective employment. At noon dinner was served and a rest until
two o’clock, after which they went to work until the evening angelus
was rung about an hour before sunset. All then went to church for
the evening devotions, after which followed supper and various
recreations until bedtime. At that time the unmarried of both sexes
were locked up until morning, in separate apartments.

Their food consisted of good beef and mutton, with vegetables,
wheat cakes, puddings and porridges. The men dressed in linen
shirts, trousers and a blanket, the last being used as an additional
covering in the cooler weather. The women were allowed a new
gown, two new under-garments and a blanket each year. As the
missions grew more wealthy, they used to distribute addifional
goods as well as money and trinkets to those who by exemplary con-
duct or faithful service, deserved especial favor.

The family Indians lived in small huts grouped around the parent
mission. Some of these were of adobe and some of poles in conical
form, thatched with a long coarse grass and very similar to the
dwellings in which they lived before the missions were established.
It is said that at one time four thousand Indians were living in the
neighborhood of the Santa Barbara Mission and the visitor who is
conducted through the ancient cemetery at the Mission church will
be told by the attendant that three thousand had been buried in
that enclosure.

A tract of land varying from fifteen to seventeen thousand acres,
was apportioned to each mission for cultivation and grazing. These
lands aside from these actually occupied by the mission buildings,
vineyards and orchards, were held only in fief from the Govern-
ment, which had the right at any time to claim them. When the
Government did claim them there was a very loud remonstrance
from the fathers who had held them so long as to consider them
their very own.

It was originally contemplated that after the missions had been
in operation for a period of ten years, they would cease to have a
separate entity from the rest of the community and be merged in
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the pueblo and the mission church become the parish church just
as in older civilizations.

It was supposed that in that time the Indian would be sufficiently
trained and prepared for assuming the ordinary duties of citizenship
and become a part and parcel of the community.

But the Government did not enforce its laws in that regard and

CEMETERY, OLD MISSION, SANTA BARBARA

for sixty years the fathers kept on in the good old way, well satis-
field with wide fields of waving grain, purpling acres of luscious
grapes, vast herds of cattle on a thousand hills, and horses and sheep
galore.

It may seem to some that the rule of the Mission fathers was a
species of slavery for these simple people, but it was a very kindly
form of serfdom and their condition was much better than that of
the poorer classes in the country from which the friars had come.
The fathers were gentle and humane and severity was only in evi-
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dence when actually necessary for proper discipline. Forbes, the
historian, says that during church time, one of the brothers acted
as a sort of beadle and went around with a long rod which he
used on the head of any native who seemed to be inattentive to his
devotions or was inclined to misbehave, but we are inclined to
believe that this is the same old story we have seen in descriptions
of Puritan meeting houses in old New England.

Having given some idea of the mission settlements and the man-
ner in which they were conducted, let us now take up our narrative
with an account of the founding of the Presidio of Santa Barbara
by Father Junipero on the date given at the beginning of this
chapter.

There had been much delay in getting assistance for this under-
taking and it was not until March, 1782, that a body of soldiers
were gathered at the Mission of San Gabriel, ready to start over-
land for the Santa Barbara Channel and with the object of founding
the Mission of San Buena Ventura and the Presidio and Mission at
Santa Barbara.

The Mission of San Buena Ventura, named after that eminent
Franciscan theologian, Giovanni di Fidanza, known among the
brethren of his order as the “Seraphic Doctor,” and to whom Saint
Francis had given the saintly name of Buena Ventura, was founded
on the 31st day of March, 1782. Following the founding of that
Mission, there was a delay of about three weeks while Serra and
others were waiting for Governor de Neve to come up from San
Gabriel. As soon as the Governor arrived, the party, of which
sixty were soldiers, started up the coast from San Buena Ventura.
After traveling about thirty miles the Governor halted the party and
with Father Serra looked the ground over and selected a site for
the Presidio. The spot chosen was about one mile from the beach
on a level spot amid scattering live-oak trees. The entire slope
upon which now rests the city of Santa Barbara, must at that time
have been a very attractive bit of landscape. The square marked
out for the Presidio was sixty varas on each side (a vara being
about two feet and nine inches), and covered that part of the city
now represented by blocks Nos. 139, 140, 155 and 166. Although
the Presidio was not on the exact alignment of the present streets,
it practically was bounded by Figueroa, Anacapa, Canon Perdido and
Garden streets, as they are now laid out. - This enclosure of sixty
varas square was made of long posts set in the ground like palisades,
which were afterwards replaced by an adobe wall, twelve feet high,
with a stone foundation. In the south corner of the Presidio was
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later erected the Presidio church or chapel, the last remains of the
foundations of which were removed recently when M. J. Nicola, a
merchant from Armenia, built a brick store building at the corner
of Canon Perdido and Santa Barbara streets.

- It was on the 21st of April, 1782, that under the direction of
Father Serra the soldiers gathered in a square and a large wooden
cross which had been constructed, was raised and firmly planted
in the earth. Father Serra blessed it and took possession of the
country in the name of God and the King, at the same time unfurl-
ing the royal standard of Spain. We have no record that the
natives made any protest to this act of sovereignty, in fact we may
well believe that they had very little idea of the significance of an
act which was depriving them of their fee simple title to these goodly
lands.

On the contrary it seems that the Indians were very friendly,
assisting the soldiers in the work of getting the timber for the
palisades and barracks, for which they were paid in food and cloth-
ing. The chief of the rancherias in that immediate neighborhood,
of which there were thirteen, was named Yanonali and he became
- the firm friend of the newcomers. His name has been perpetuated
in that of one of the streets of Santa Barbara.

As soon as the Presidio was established, steps were taken for
bringing a water supply to the garrison, the only means of getting
the water needed for domestic purposes being bucket transporta- -
tion from what are now known as the De la Guerra Springs.

Capt. Jose Francisco Ortega, who was made the first commandant,
is given credit for this work by Fr. Caballeria in his History of
Santa Barbara, in the following words: ‘“What rendered Sefior
Ortega most famous in local history is the aqueduct he built to
convey water from Mission Canon to the Presidio, which even in
the enhghtenment of to-day reflects upon its engineer and builder
-well merited praise.”

Capt. Ortega took the water from Mission Creek at a point high
enough to permit it to flow over the depression in the escarpment
of the canon where Mission Canon Road now crosses the creek
over the stone bridge and about a mile and a half from the Presidio.
The water was conducted in a ditch to the Presidio and continued
to flow there long after the Presidio was a heap of ruins, and crops
of corn and vegetables were raised in the dry season by those living
along its course. We had it from an old resident that this flow
continued until as late as 1865 but the exact date of its disuse is
unknown.
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The record of the founding of Santa Barbara and the date thereof
are found in the archives of the Parochial Church in this city. It
is in Father Serra’s handwriting and the following is the English
translation:

“On the third day after Easter, the feast of the Patronage of
St. Joseph, the patriarch, spouse of Holy Mary, April 21st, 1782,
on which day, I, the undersigned, Fr. Junipero Serra, President of
these Missions among infidels, of and by said College Apostolic,
having arranged all necessary preliminaries in a chapel made of
brush, and decorated as best the circumstances permitted, blessed
water and with it dedicated the land to God our Lord. We then
raised a large and high cross which we venerated, and I thereupon
celebrated the holy sacrifice of the mass for the first time in these
lands and preached a sermon appropriate to the occasion. Owing
to the absence of an assistant it was necessarily a low mass, and
for the same reason the service was concluded with the Alabado
instead of the Te Deum. May it be for the glory of God, the propa-
gation of the faith and the welfare of souls. The first priests will
sign on their arrival. This book numbers 212 pages.

“Fr. JUNIPERO SERRA,
“President.”

While the Presidio was founded in 1782 in a primitive way, it
was not fully completed until eight years afterwards. It was well
and strongly built. On two sides of the enclosure were ranged the
houses of the married soldiers. On another side were the officers’
quarters and the church. The remaining side was devoted to the
store rooms, soldiers’ quarters and the guard room. From fifty
to sixty soldiers were kept at the Presidio most of the time. When
a soldier’s term had expired he was given permission, if he so
desired, to build a house outside the Presidio walls and live under
the protection of the garrison. In this way quite a village soon
grew up and by the year 1800 there was a population of three hun-
dred and seventy in the settlement outside the Presidio.

The Presidio at Santa Barbara was the best constructed of any in
California and Vancouver who visited the coast in 1793 says of it:

“The buildings appeared to be regular and well constructed, the
walls clean and white and the roofs of the houses were covered with
a bright red tile. The presidio excels all others in neatness, cleanli-
ness and other smaller though essential comforts; it is placed on
an elevated part of the plain and is raised some feet from the
ground by a basement story which adds much to its pleasantness.”

Of course the settlement grew slowly because there was very
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little immigration from Mexifco and practically the only source of
increase was from the invalided soldiers and their children.
Foreigners were not allowed to remain in the country. A boy from
Boston who came in an English merchantship which stopped at
Santa Barbara, wanted to remain and ‘“become a Christian” though
why the opportunities for becoming a Christian in Santa Barbara
were superior to those of Boston, the deponent sayeth not. The
boy’s name was Joseph O’Cain and he is described as “an English-
man, a native of Ireland whose parents now reside in Boston.”
Whether Joseph ever became a Christian under the pious influence
of Santa Barbara climate, will never be known for the Spanish
authorities shipped him south to San Blas as soon as they had
opportunity.

Father Serra hoped to found a mission at Santa Barbara as soon
as the Presidio was established, but he was unable to secure the
co-operation of Governor de Neve and his men, for the Governor
was desirous of getting the Presidio buildings erected before the
rainy season should set in and he resisted all the pleadings of Father
Serra, earnest though they were, for the zealous father had long
cherished the hope of here founding his greatest mission.

At last heart-sick and discouraged, he left the Presidio in the
spiritual care of Fr. Dumet and started on foot for Monterey.
Arrived there he rested a little while and then began a visitation
of all the missions he had founded, confirming the Indians who had
been instructed and baptized at the various stations. Father Serra
had been granted a dispensation for confirmation in 1774, good for
ten years. This dispensation would expire in 1784 and he was
desirous of confirming every convert in California before the expira-
tion of his right to do so. He traveled on foot from one station
to another and in his enfeebled condition we may well believe that
every step was taken in pain. In this trip he confirmed five thousand
three hundred persons, leaving but a few hundred of all the con-
verts that had been made, unconfirmed.

After a visit to San Francisco where he went to meet his loved
comrade Palou he toiled down to Santa Clara to dedicate the new
church there, where Father Murguia, who had been a colleague of
Serra’s in the Sierra Gordas Missions in Mexico, had just died. He
was now very feeble and remarked to a brother Franciscan, “I have
finished my course, I have kept the Faith.” He wrote letters of
farewell to the fathers in charge of the various Missions he had
founded and he asked Palou to make a last visit and be with him in

his last hour. When Palou arrived he found Serra still engaged in
Vol. ~3
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his duties and could hardly believe that his end was so near. The
Indians in the neighborhood, hearing that he was about to die, came
to see him, and in various acts of kindness to them and seeing other
visitors he passed the closing days of August, 1784, until the 28th of
that month. On that day, some officers from the ship came to see
him and he welcomed them cordially, giving each the usual Spanish
embrace. He ordered the bells to be rung in compliment to his
visitors, thanked them for coming and asked them to throw a little
earth on his body when dead and told Palou to bury. him in the
church beside his friend, Father Crespi. He added, “When the
stone church is built, they may cast me where they like.”

Deeply affected, Palou could make no reply for some time and
then promised that his request should be granted.

A little later Serra asked Palou to recite the prayers for a depart-
ing spirit. “A great fear has fallen upon me and I am in much
dread ; read the recommendation aloud that I can hear it.” When
the prayers were ended he cried out joyfully, “Thanks to God the
fear has left me; thanks to God there is no more need for fear;
let us all go out.”

The visitors rose to leave and the surgeon told him he hoped
for a speedy recovery but the old father only smiled.

He took up his breviary and finished the office, after which he
remarked, “Let us now go to rest,” and walked to his bedroom,
where he lay down on the plank bed that had so often borne his
wearied frame, held his crucifix in his arms and seemed to wish to
sleep. After seeing the officers out, Palou came back and found
his old friend beyond mortal aid or injury.

Said Palou, “It was on the afternoon of the feast of St. Augustine,
and we believe hopefully that he went to Heaven to get the reward
of his missionary toil.” He was seventy-one years old and had been
a brother of the Franciscan Order for fifty-four years.

As Junipero’s successor, Palou wished to go to Mexico to super-
intend the publication of a biography of his eminent co-worker, noth-
ing was done towards the founding of the Santa Barbara Mission
until after the appointment of Fr. Fermin F. de Lasuen as Presi-
dent in 1785. Lasuen knew that the founding of a mission at Santa
Barbara had been very close to Serra’s heart and he determined that
his first act of that kind would be the carrying out of his prede-
cessor’s wish. »

In October, 1786, Gov. Pedro Fages wrote Lasuen that everything
was in readiness for the important event in Santa Barbara. Fr.
Lasuen replied that he felt that he would more fully carry out the
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wishes of Father Serra if he waited until Saint Barbara’s day, the
4th of December. Father Serra had been especially devout to this
virgin martyr, since he thoroughly believed that it was through
her intercession that he and his companions had been saved from
shipwreck on the voyage from Spain to Mexico. Father Lasuen
was also desirous that the patroness of the new Mission should be
the fairest saint in all the calendar. '

Father Lasuen with two other brothers started for Santa Barbara
in November, 1786, arriving there on the.22nd of that month. They
looked the ground over with greatest care and finally decided to

SANTA BArRBARA MissioN

found the Mission about a mile northwest of the Presidio, on the
edge of the plateau, where it breaks away into Mission Canon.
Capt. Goycoechea who was Commandant at the Presidio wanted the
Mission erected near the military post and wrote to Governor Fages
to that effect, but Lasuen and his assistants paid no attention to him
as they had full authority in the premises, and went on with their
preparations. One reason why they preferred to build the Mission
at a distance from the Presidio was the desire to keep the Indian
converts free from the intrusion of the soldiers, whose morals, like
those of a later date, were not of a character to afford a proper
example to the child-like and imitative native.

Another reason for the location of the Mission was the plentiful
supply of water to be obtained from Mission Creek, then called the
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Arroyo Pedregosa. There was a large quantity of boulders on the
selected site which had led to its being called Taynayan by the
natives and El Pedregoso by the Spanish both these terms signifying
“stony ground” or “‘place of stones.”

Everything being in readiness and the selected date having come,
on the afternoon of such a delightful December day as only comes
to Santa Barbara, Father Lasuen and his assistants raised the cross
on the spot intended for the Mission and consecrated the ground
to its holy use.

Governor Fages on receiving the letter from the Commandant
of the Presidio, started for Santa Barbara in order that he might
by a personal inspection of the place, determine the best site. He
did not arrive until eight days after the founding, but when he saw
what had been done he was well satisfied with Lasuen’s selection
and ordered a hut to be erected by the cross, in which high mass
was said and a sermon preached by Father Paterna.

The entry in the records of the Parochial Church of this im-
portant event is in Father Lasuen’s handwriting and signed by
himself, and is as follows:

“Commenced on the appropriate day of the holy titular patroness,
December 4th, A. D. 1786. On the afternoon of which day, no
higher solemnity being permitted, I, the undersigned, Fr. Fermin
Franco de Lasuen, President of the Missions of said and by said
College Apostolic, proceeded accompanied by three other mis-
sionaries, from the Presidio to this place, blessed water and there-
upon dedicated the land to God our Lord, and in like manner
blessed a large cross which we raised and venerated. We then
‘recited the Litany of the Saints, chanting the Antiphone, with a
prayer to our holy patroness.

“His Excellency the Governor arrived on the 14th of the above
named month and year and removed the restraining order imposed
on us and concluded to remain and witness the founding already
begun in this place. On the 16th, after preparing a brush hut near
the cross, I, in the presence of the Governor, sang mass,—first in
this spot,—in which the Rev. Fr. Apostolic Antonio Paterna also
officiated and likewise delivered a short address on the subject.

“May it be for the higher honor and glory of God, the exaltation
of his holy name and the good of souls.

“FRr. FERMIN FRANCO DE LASUEN,
“President.”

We have hitherto noted that the Channel of Santa Barbara was

entered by Viscaino on the 4th day of December, the day in the
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calendar of the Roman Catholic Church, sacred to Saint Barbara,
and we have also noted that the Mission of Santa Barbara was
founded on the same day of the month. Let us now digress a little
from history and give a short sketch of the life of the remarkable
virgin and martyr who was held in such reverence and respect by
those zealous fathers, and whose name has been given to this fair
city which promises, like its beautiful patroness, to win the love and
admiration of the world.

She was born in Nicomedia, now called Askimid, in Asia Minor,
in the year 218 A. D. Her father, Dioscorus, was a man of proud
ancestry and generally holding some official position, was ranked
among Roman nobles. He was of a most tyrannical disposition
and his family were expected to conform to his slightest wish,
whether in matters of deportment or religion.

Dioscorus had given his daughter Barbara every educational ad-
vantage of the times, employing able teachers in every branch,
among whom was the celebrated Origen, one of the most learned
men of the early Christian era.

It was from this Origen that she obtained a knowledge of the
Christian faith and doctrines, quite unknown to her father who
was a most devoted adherent of the gods of Rome.

About the time of her arrival at womanhood, she concluded to
embrace Christianity, renouncing all the vanities of the world, taking
the vow of chastity and dedicating herself to God. She resolved
to lead a life of solitude and religious devotion. It seems that
Dioscorus did not awaken to the condition of affairs until he sug-
gested that she marry a prominent personage he had selected as her
husband. Barbara would not hear of such a union and seemed so
opposed to the proposition that her father dropped the subject for
a time as he was about to make a considerable journey.

On his return he again took up the matter of her marriage and
asked if she had decided to conform to his wishes. She very dip-
lomatically said, “Dear father the love I bear you will not allow me
to separate myself from you or to leave your home for a husband.
You are growing old, let me care for you in your declining years.”
Up to this time Barbara had lived apart from her father’s house in
a high tower which he had luxuriously fitted up and where he had
supplied her with servants and teachers. Upon her expressing such
filial sentiments he concluded to bring her to his home and by giving
her the care of his house 4nd an opportunity to mingle in society,
hoped to lead her to change her views.

When she entered her father’s house she found that everywhere
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there were idols, for the superstitious Dioscorus had great faith in
the efficacy of graven images. When Barbara saw the idols she
said to her father, “Of what use are these puppets?’ This filled
him with rage and he asked her if she did not know that these were
gods and therefore should be venerated. Barbara replied, “Is it
possible dear father, that any man of sound judgment, can call
these puppets, made by men’s hands, gods? Why, father, there is
only one God, omniscient and all-powerful. This God, the only one
worthy of respect and veneration, is the God of the Christians.”

This happened in the reign of the infamous Roman Emperor,
Maximinus I, under whom a most severe persecution of the
Christians was carried on and in various parts of the Empire,
certain persons were appointed to carry out his fierce decrees.
Dioscorus was one of these myrmidons of tyranny and bigotry, and
he proceeded to carry out his instructions with all the cruelty pos-
sible, destroying or torturing every Christian he could find.

So great was his desire to find favor in the eyes of the Emperor,
that upon his discovery that Barbara had irrevocably cast in her
lot with the Christians, he determined to sacrifice his own daughter.
Thinking to break down her vow of chastity, he imprisoned her and
had certain dissolute libertines visit her with offers of marriage or
attempts to effect her ruin.

But Barbara was firm in her vows of chastity and in her devotion
to her religion and she resolved to die rather than surrender her
virginity or her faith. When Dioscorus found her so inflexible he
accused her before a judge of being a Christian and asked for her
punishment. The judge ordered her to be sent to the executioners
for torture and death.

Nobly did she bear these unspeakable agonies which the malicious
cruelty of her torturers inflicted upon her, never wavering in her
faith until her sufferings became so great that she swooned away and
seemed dead.

When Dioscorus found that his daughter, in spite of her frightful
tortures, was still alive, he drew his own sword and decapitated her.
So great was his fury against her that it is said that he sought to
have her virtue violated in her dying hour by a low villain. But
it seemed that Heaven would not permit such a crime for at that
moment a blinding flash of lightning from the blackness of a
thunder cloud, destroyed the unnatural father, the executioner and
all those engaged in the work of torture and death.

Thus perished on the 4th day of December, A. D. 227, at the age
of nineteen years, the martyr-virgin whose name has been given to
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our city and county. She is not only honored in the Latin Catholic
Church but in the Greek, Muscovite and Syriac churches as well.

Because of the lighting and thunder, which attended her death,
Saint Barbara is the patron saint of artillery men, and from the
experience of Fathers Serra and Palou when about to be ship-
wrecked, we may infer that she is especially regarded by seamen.

Returning again to our narrative of what transpired after the
founding of the Mission, when the work of civilizing and Christian-
izing the natives was taken up by the padres, we will make some
quotations from a very interesting and valuable work written by
Fr. Juan Caballeria in 1892 and published in an English translation
made by Ex-Mayor Edmund Burke of Santa Barbara in that year.
In a preface to the work, Hon. Jarrett T. Richards, of Santa Bar-
bara, who has been closely identified with the city’s history in a very
prominent way for about half a century, says, “This little work, a
labor of love, prepared by the author in the interest of truth, justice
and Christianity, in scattered leisure moments stolen from an actiye
ministry in the community whose early history is his theme, comes
to fill an unoccupied place in the diversified chronicles of Santa
Barbara. . . ..

“Let it be accepted as a souvenir of the Columbian year, finding
place in its literature, the contribution of Santa Barbara, through
one who loves her mountain shelters and her sea-laved shores, and
found pleasure in marshaling the forms of her primitive days, and
whose feet trod the same path of duty, and whose hands labor in
the same sacred ministry, and whose heart throbs with equal yearn-
ing for the immortal welfare of his fellows, as marked the blessed
embassy of those whose lives his pen portrays.”

Speaking of the immediate work of evangelization, Father
Caballeria says, “Before beginning their apostolic labors, the priests
were wont to study the characteristics of the Indians and to
sedulously apply themselves to learning their language, which they
considered essential in qualifying them to understand their customs,
and effecting a ready means of intercourse with them. This prep-
aration was quite a necessary preliminary, for, once the Indians’
habits were known and their language mastered, the labors of the
missionaries could be accomplished in a much easier and better
manner.

“As a result of diligent search, the writer is enabled to produce an
accurate list of Indian tribes and also a short treatise on their
method of speech. These will undoubtedly form a unique feature
of the history of Santa Barbara and as a supplement to the concise
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explanation of the condition of the natives, previously given, cannot
fail to prove a source of peculiar interest.

“In this chapter therefore, is displayed a list of the principal
villages and the one following is reserved for a study of the Indian
language. All of which will eminently tend to demonstrate the
immense labor and study required of the missionaries while evan-
gelizing California.

“The names of the following tribes are taken from the old con-
temporary records of the Parochial Church and although many
more are contained therein, those here given were the most populous
and flourishing and therefore are better calculated to excite interest.

“Let it be observed that the names themselves are a faithful
transcript from the original, and thus their pronunciation must
needs correspond with the orthography of the Spanish language.
Since the name of a tribe was the name by which the Indian also
recognized the territory ruled by such tribe, the Spanish names
afterwards applied to some districts occupied by certain tribes, will,
when they so occur, be printed opposite the primitive Indian name.
By this means the reader will understand the portion of territory
meant, as nearly all these Spanish names still cling to the various
ranches, canons and towns throughout Santa Barbara County.

“List of the principal Indian communities or tribes of Santa
Barbara as appears in a missionary archive entitled ‘Padron de la
Mision’ preserved among the old records at the Parochial Church.
Spanish names denoting the place where the respective tribes then
lived.

Indian name Spanish name
“1. Chucu or Rincon.
“2. Misapino or Carpinteria.
“3. Salagua or Montecito.
“4. Siujtu ~or Santa Barbara site.
“s. Taynayam or Mission site,
“6. Saspilil or La Patera.
“7. Nomgio or Gaviota.
“8. Miquihui or Dos Pueblos.
“g. Casil or Dos Pueblos (2).”

We will omit the list of thirty-five other tribes in the county not
now designated by a Spanish equivalent, some of which are still
given to the ancient localities, like Cuyama, Najalayegua, Tequepis,
and Tecolote.

Father Caballeria then gives the following list of Indian names
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and the Spanish names by which the same places are now known, in
the northern part of the county, namely:

Indian name Spanish name
I. Estait or El Bulito.
2. Sisolopo or El Cojo.
3. Silimasius or " La Espada.
4. Nocto - or Pedernales.
5. Saslipili or Old Graciosa.
6. Agueps or La Larga.
7. Naucu or New Graciosa.
8. Sacciol or Los Alamos.
9. Sajuchu or Santa Rosa.
10. Tejag or  Santa Anita,

He also gives a list of 26 other tribes and places for which there
is no present Spanish or English equivalent, though the names of
Jonata, Lompoc, Nipomo, Sisquoc, Huasna, Suey, and Tinaquaic
are still preserved in the Indian form.

Father Caballeria then goes on to say that each of these tribes
numbered a population of not less than 250 members. Adopting
some of the converted tribes for a standard, and taking this number
as a criterion, computing all the tribes mentioned and others be-
sides, which we have omitted, including all the men, women and
children, the total Indian population of Santa Barbara (County)
was not below twenty-two thousand.

As noticed in the first pages, this numerous people was gov-
erned by the patriarchal system; but, over all, the natives recog-
nized the authority of the great chiefs who formed a triumvirate
entrusted with all religious matters. It was they who posed as
oracles and priests, with power to ordain dances in honor of Chupuy,
the god they most desired to appease.

The first of these rulers was Yanonali, who, at the time of the
advent of the fathers was about sixty years of age, and a man
highly respected for his authority and influence. The Spaniards
spoke of him as the Captain of Siujtu, for with this tribe (whose
coastal headquarters was Burton Mound where the Potter Hotel
now stands) he made his residence.

Yanonali was baptized and given the name of Pedro and was
thenceforth a model Christian, distinguishing himself by his friend-
ship and good will toward the Spaniards. His registry in the bap-
tismal record is numbered 1147.
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The name of the second chief was Alioliquit, who dwelt with the
Casil tribe (Dos Pueblos). As he was a fanatical adorer of Chupu
he at first proved very dangerous to the padres; but he was after-
wards baptized and became thenceforth marked for his application,
his teachings and good behavior. '

The third chief bore the name of Saliapuata. He had a daughter
of extraordinary beauty who resided in the Sigui region and was
named Tsinjuic. This chief is worthy of special mention for the
valuable assistance he rendered the missionaries. He disclosed to
them a large forest, near Santa Ynez (Little Pine Mt.) and placed
Indians at their disposal to transport large trees for the purpose

PorTtErR HoTEL, SANTA BARBARA

of roofing the dwellings. Being a young man, he survived the other
chiefs and after his baptism, rendered great service by placing him-
self at the head of the disciplinary regime in the mission nunneries.

“Yanonali’s jurisdiction extended from the Rincon to the village
of Saspilil or La Patera; the authority of Alioliquit prevailed over
the tribes of Casil and Miquihui in Dos Pueblos, while the influence
and renown of Saliapuata. was spread as far as Lompoc.

“GRAMMATICAL PECULIARITIES OF THE SIUJTU, OR LANGUAGE OF
THE SANTA BARBARA INDIANS

“The Indians living in or near the present site of the City of
Santa Barbara spoke but one language. The phonetic force of this
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was distinctly guttural, reasserted by proper and particular sounds.
A philological study led us to detect in this tongue certain traces
that unmistakably indicate a similarity to Asiatic languages, thereby
confirming the general opinion that many New World races have
an Oriental or Semitic origin.

“The dialect which now occupies our attention may be known by
the name of Siujtu, so called from the principal tribe that spoke it.
Desiring that our readers shall have the benefit of our thorough re-
search of the same we here introduce a brief compendium that
embodies the more positive grammatical peculiarities governing this
unique language. :

“Prosopy.—The Indian pronunciation ,would require many rules
if it were attempted either to speak the language correctly, or to
cover the subject with scrupulous exactness. The padres sought
simply to understand the sounds, be able to repeat them as accurately
as possible, and make themselves understood in the clearest manner.

“OrTHOGRAPHY.—The orthography employed by the padres in
writing this language was not by grammatical rule but phonetic.
Each one spelled the words with the letters he considered necessary
to reproduce the sound; for instance the name of the tribe, Siujtu,
is written, Yuctu, Siujtu and Yuchtu, though they all convey the
same sound to the ear.

“NumBer.—The Siujtu nouns have two numbers, the singular
and the plural. The plural is formed simply by repeating the word;
for example, “aj” signifies “bow” and the plural, “bows” would
be “aj-aj.”

“GeENDER.—The genders are generally expressed by distinct
words, and with some exceptions, by the suffixes.

“Case.—The case is expressed by the medium of certain parts
which may be called prepositions; though they are recognized in
many cases by context and construction. The use of the principal
prepositions may be explained in the declension of the noun ‘huopo.’

“N. Huopo, a son;

“G. ul Huopo, of a son;

“D. ili Huopo, to or for a son;

“Ac. Huopo, a son;

“V. Huopo, O son;

“Ab. ul Huopo, with a son.

“NUuMERATION.—The system of numeration consists in counting
as far as four and then making use of the word ‘iti’ (here) which
always represented four. After counting four they proceeded; here
one, here two, etc., meaning of course four and one, four and two,
instead of saying five, six, etc.”
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In counting, it seems the Indians would place themselves in line,
indicate by a certain mark the place where the 4 should stand, and
continued by calling “here,” whence the use of the word “iti.”” For
the Nos. 8, 9 and 10 they had different names and the padres taught
them to count 20, 30, etc., which in their tongue ran, two tens, three
tens, etc.

“CoNJjucaTioN.—The Siujtu tongue had but one conjugation,
with the regular variations for moods which in some measure were
indicated by the tones of speech.

“ProNoUNs.—The personal pronouns served to determine person
and number and were always prefixed to the roots and radicals.

“TeENses.—The tenses are simple and compound. Compound
tenses were constructed from the word At-xo, to be. The simple
tenses were two, the imperfect and future, and were respectively
distinguished by suffixes and prefixes. The suffix or sign of the
preterite was ‘uas’; the prefix or sign of the future, ‘atsa.” Thus
‘cue’ signifies to sleep, the preterite ‘he slept’ would be ‘cue-uas’;
and the future, ‘I will sleep’ would be ‘atsa-cue.” The language con-
tains a great many irregular verbs.

“SyNTAX.—The verbal construction is inverse, the verb gen-
erally coming at the end of a sentence. Numerous rules would be
required to explain this thoroughly, and by constant practice alone
could it be well understood.

“Such in brief, are the peculiarities of the language of the Santa
Barbara Indians; a language which may well be classed as a dead
language, as not more than three or four families now (1892) speak
it. We thought by preparing the above to contribute a new item of
interest to the philological studies of North America

“To convey a clear idea of the euphony of the Siujtu, we extract
several words from a vocabulary in our possession and append to
these a copy of the Lord’s Prayer from a copy preserved in the
Parochial Church.”

English Indian English Indian
Man ......oovviinnnnen Oj-ui Son ...........ooenne Huopo
Woman ............... Enech Brother ................ Cami
Boy .....ociivininnnn Tupnech Head .................. Nochs
Father .................. Coco Hair ................ O-cuhoc
Mother ................ So-ui Ear .......... ..., Tu
House ................... Ap Mouth ................... Uc
Bow .....coviiiiiiiiint, Aj Tooth ................... Tsa
AITOW . oiviiiiennnnnnnnn. Ya Neck .....coovvnn.n. Octohuol
Knife ................... Ena Fish ................. Aililino

.
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Lorp’s PRAYER IN INDIAN

Dios cascoco upalequen Alaipai quia enicho opte; paquinini juch
quique etchnet upalag cataug itimi tiup caneche Alaipai.

Ulamugo ila ulalisagua piquiyup queupe guinsncuaniyup uqui
amsg que quisagiu sucutana jun uti-agmayiup oyup quie uti leg
uleyop stequiyup il auteyup. Amen.

In speaking of the attitude of the natives when the padres first
settled among them, Father Caballeria says:

“The Indians witnessed their advent with varied demonstrations
of bewilderment. In some places they became frightened and fled
and as they had never before seen such extraordinary people, gave
vent to wails and shrieks that manifested a belief on their part that
their gods were inflicting condign punishment upon them. Among
other tribes, however, the natives remained quietly in their courts
and gazed upon the strange guests with amazement.

“The first undertaking of the padres on their arrival was to cut
brush and hew trunks of trees with which to construct temporary
quarters; these they furnished as commodiously as the materials,
hauled by mules, would permit.

“When the fears of the Indians had subsided, they speedily
realized the missionaries to be a friendly people and by degrees
began to approach them. In many instances the chiefs made offer-
ings to the new-comers and bestowed gifts upon them, while the
priests in return offered them linen and gave them sweetmeats and
toys, thus attracting them by peaceable means. As red calico and
chocolate seemed to please the Indians most, these articles were dis-
pensed in great quantities among the missions.

“When the Indians had become satisfied of the beneficent disposi-
tion of the Padres, they passed entire days in their company closely
observing their manners and movements. Noticing the arduous
work in which the missionaries engaged and the respectful venera-
tion of subordinates toward superiors, they too began to manifest
homage to the Padres and heed them with eager attention.

“The Indians were then requested to participate in the work going
on before them and their help was reciprocated by a double measure
of presents, thus they soon understood the value of labor and accord-
ingly exerted themselves for the compensation to be distributed
among them.

“As soon as they became accustomed to the new sphere and re-
ceived the Padres into confidence, they were brought under subjec-
tion and not permitted to leave the Missions, but were duly in-
structed.
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“In regard to the development of the physical exertions of the
Indians, the missionaries ordained that at the beginning the hours
of labor should be few, and gradually increased. As it was impos-
sible for the missionaries to readily secure all necessary building
materials, owing to the immense difficulty in bringing them from
Spain, they were constrained to utilize whatever the country af-
forded, For want of stone they manufactured adobe, for want of
nails they fastened the rafters used on the ceilings with raw hide
straps, and constructed plows of wood in the absence of iron.

“The Indians freely volunteered their services in the work and
were consigned to different special lines of duty. Some made the
adobe, others learned how to set it, some were sent afar off for
wood, these cultivated the soil and raised stock, those applied them-
selves to cooking, washing and other domestic affairs.

“At first laborers and Indians were scarce at the missions, but
little by little the number increased, particularly when the Padres
became better able to provide them with food. The privilege given
the Indians to live in the buildings that were being erected quite
banished from their minds the idea of being subject to discipline
and of their own accord they requested to be admitted and taught.
As the houses were erected in portions, by building annexes in
accordance with the number of Indians to be accommodated, many
years passed before admission was finally completed.

“The poor Indians recognized the material benefits that ensued,
returned with affection the loving kindness the Padres entertained
for them, and constantly came to the mission which they regarded
as a home, Whenever those living in them were permitted to go
out, they returned of their own free will and never remained away
long.

“The mechanical trades generally taught in the missions were
those of mason, adobe-maker, carpenter, cook, baker, farmer, tailor,
cobbler, miller and blacksmith. Factories of tiles, lime, brick, soap,
water-pipe, dishes and tinware were likewise established. The na-
tives were also taught to clean, burnish and weave wool, to mill oil
and to work hides.

“There were many other avocations, too numerous to mention,
in which the Indians distinguished themselves for their great skill,
and before ten years had passed all the mechanical arts were fitly
represented by adept hands. Some of their works yet seen in the
missions clearly attest the application and ingenuity of the Indians
and the constancy and erudition of the Padres.”

Returning to our narrative of what followed the founding of the
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Mission at Santa Barbara, we find that nothing was done toward the
erection of buildings until the spring of 1787, when a house for the
missionaries, 15 by 45 feet in size, was erected. Also a chapel, 15 by
40 feet, a servant’s room, a granary, a house for the unmarried
women and one for the unmarried men. These buildings were of
adobe with walls about three feet thick, having roofs of heavy
rafters to which were tied long poles or canes. On these poles or
canes was spread soft clay covered with a thatch of straw. These
roofs were only temporary until tiles could be made which was
done in 1788, after which time no straw roofs were constructed.
At the end of 1787, one year from the founding, 185 Indians had
been gathered at the Mission.

The church built in 1787 soon proved too small and another about
15 by go feet was built in 1789. Also other buildings including a
large granary. At the end of that year, 425 Indians had been
gathered and were under instruction. Again the church proved
too small and in 1793 a still larger structure and much more sub-
stantial, was erected, its dimensions being 27 by 130 feet with a
sacristy 15 by 27 feet. This church had a brick portico in front,
was well plastered on the interior and exterior walls and was roofed
with tiles. When finished in 1794 the number of Indians under the
care of the padres had increased to 549. In this year occurred the
death of Father Paterna who had assisted Lasuen in the founding
of the Mission and who had been its first minister.

The growth of the Mission settlement continued without any
check, new houses, granaries, shops, etc., were erected from time to
time until at the end of the century, A. D. 1800, there were 51 dwell-
ings and the number of natives was 864. Thirty-one houses were
built in 1801, the same number in 1902 and a tannery.

From a statement made by Father Lasuen we find that in the year
1802 the Mission had 2,100 head of cattle, 9,082 head of sheep,
642 horses and 58 mules. The crop for that year amounted to 2,876
centals of wheat, 40 centals of barley, 40 centals of corn and 10
centals of garvanzas or Spanish peas. Forty-eight houses were
built in 1803, thirty-seven in 1804, thirty-six in 1805, making the
* number of houses for Indian families, 234. The next year, 1806,
the reservoir northeast of the Mission and now in use by the City
Water Department, was constructed and in the year following a
dam was built across Mission Creek about a milé and a half above
the Mission. Here the water was diverted and carried in an open
aqueduct constructed of stone and mortar in the ground, to a mill
reservoir above the larger reservoir. This aqueduct followed the
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contour of the canon walls and was a most admirable piece of work,
many portions of it being still in a good state of preservation,
though no water is now conducted by it. The aqueduct delivered
the water at the mill reservoir. From here it was let into the mill
by a gate, from which after performing its work of grinding the
grain, it passed into the large reservoir. Consequently no water was
wasted in the development of the power necessary to grind the
wheat and the corn. In 1808, the great stone fountain that now
stands in the Mission yard, was built and in 1812 improvements
were commenced on the church building. Before these improve-
ments were completed the most severe earthquake that has occurred
in the valley éf Santa Barbara in historical times, occurred on the
21st and 22nd days of December, 1812. The adobe walls of the
church were so cracked and injured that it was considered wiser to
construct a new church than to attempt to repair the old one. In
getting the old church out of the way and in constructing other
needed buildings, the years 1813 and 1814 were passed and it was
not until 1815 that the new church was commenced. This time the
padres made wise by their earthquake experience determined to
build a church that would be earthquake-proof and stone was used
instead of sun-baked bricks. The walls were made six feet thick
and to still further re-inforce the building against earthquakes, im-
mense stone buttresses were constructed at each corner and at
intervals along the sides. The length of the new church was 170
feet, its width 40 feet and the height of the ceiling 28 feet. It was
and is the strongest Mission building in California, was five years
in building, and is to-day, as substantial and attractive as on the
1oth day of September, 1820, when amid much rejoicing and
elaborate ceremony, the new church was dedicated.

In a niche in the frontispiece stands a statue of Saint Barbara,
cut from the native sandstone. At each angle and at the apex of the
frontispiece are statues representing Faith, Hope and Charity. The
storms of a hundred years have somewhat marred the features of
these figures, owing to the fact that sandstone has not the enduring
qualities of granite when exposed to the action of rain and sun. In
the two stone towers, flanking the frontispiece, are eight ancient
bells, brought from Spain.

The architecture is of the same general type as that adopted by
the Franciscans for all the more pretentious of their California
churches and has practically become a style in itself. It is evidently
a composite of Roman, Byzantine, Spanish and Moorish architec-
ture, modified by the limitations of its Aztec adapters. Of late
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years it has become the generic name for a popular fancy in struc-
tural design and all kinds of buildings from garages to railway
depots, are showing the effects of this modern adaptation of a style
of building made necessary in the early days by the lack of skilled
workmen. However it came into being, it has worked a revolution
towards simplicity of lines and the “Mission” architecture of
Southern California, is the admiration of all who find pleasure in
beauty, simplicity and utility. '

During the years of the growing Mission, expeditions were made
to different sections of the county with the object of ascertaining
the location and disposition of the Indians and thereby provide for
common safety in Santa Barbara. In the latter part of May, 1790,
Sergeant Ortega with ten soldiers went over the Santa Ynez range
into the Santa Ynez valley. Some of the fathers accompanied this
expedition and took note of the tribes encountered and to some
extent laid out the route to be taken. These expeditions were hos-
pitably received by the natives and the Spaniards became familiar
with the long trails and the remote abodes of the Indians.

Expeditions were also made to the Channel Islands and arrange-
ments made for the conversion of the natives there. It was found,
however, that but few of the island people were left and that it
would be more convenient to remove them to the mainland than to
attempt to do anything for them on the islands. The narrative of
Cabrillo had led the padres to believe that the islands were teeming
with a native population but something had happened in the mean-
time and but a scattered handful remained.

Father Caballeria says that “Historians have expatiated at length
upon the causes that effected the appalling depopulation noted when
the missionaries arrived. The solution of this is no doubt that
a work of extermination was carried on against the peaceable island
inhabitants by blood-thirsty pirates and Russians from Alaska who
made occasional visits to the islands. These savages, as related by
a recent writer, who made periodical voyages down the coast in
pursuit of otter, were armed with weapons superior to any which
the poor islanders possessed and advanced against the defenceless
natives and slaughtered them without mercy. The only motive for
these wanton cruelties was to secure for themselves undisputed sway
over the fisheries.

These marauding descents were annual and although the Spanish
government, when apprised of their butcheries, prosecuted the per-
petrators with great vigor, they would at times re-appear suddenly

and kill all the men, women and children they could surprise. As
Vol. 1—+4
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late as the year 1836, notwithstanding the strict vigilance exercised,
two piratical boats were seized only after they had perpetrated a
series of depredations that swept off almost the entire population of
San Nicolas island. It was then that the good missionaries went
to the rescue of those fortunate enough te escape and brought them
to San Buenaventura. It was when removing these remaining sur-
vivors that an incident occurred by which a young woman was left
alone on this bleak island, the story of whose Crusoe experiences
and remarkable rescue after many years, makes one of the most in-
teresting narratives in connection with the history of Santa Barbara,
and which will appear in its proper context, later on.

All but two of the Channel Islands derive their names from that
Saint whose festival the church commemorated on the day of dis-
covery. To these two the padres gave appropriate names. One of

VaLpez Cave, SANTA Cruz ISLAND

these formerly called the Uninhabited Island, was named Anacapa,
meaning deceptive vision, and the name that the Indians had always
applied to the island. The name is not inapt for Anacapa is very
changeable in appearance, sometimes standing out on the ocean’s
verge as a single peak, then changing to a long, table-like plateau,
sometimes broken up into arches and columns like the remains of
some mighty temple,—all at the whim of the wizardry of the sea and
born of the mystic laws of refraction in a mist-laden air.

The other island, Santa Cruz, which was originally called La
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Gente Barbada by Cabrillo, received its present name, it is said, as
follows:

Upon the first visit of the padres to the island, a large crucifix
was forgotten when the party left the island. The boats were mak-
ing sail when they saw a large number of natives on the shore,
beckoning the missionaries to return. On returning to the shore
they found one of the Indians carrying the crucifix they had left
and treating it with great reverence. In token of the reverence
displayed by the Indians toward the sacred symbol, Father Gomez
who was in charge of the party, re-named the island Santa Cruz
(Holy Cross).

Upon the discharge of a number of soldiers at the Presidio in
1797, all those who wished to make their homes in Santa Barbara
were given a deed of a piece of land or a lot in the neighborhood
of the Presidio. The plats near the Presidio were selected without
regard to symmetry of shape and with very indefinite descriptions.
This is the reason that any old map of that section of the city, show-
ing the original Spanish platting gives one the impression of a
“crazy quilt.” On these lots they erected low adobe houses or huts
among which there were no regular streets hut simply winding paths
that led from one house to another. There are many of these old
adobes still standing, some of which are yet the homes of the
descendants of the Presidio soldiers. Other soldiers received a
grant of a tract of land in Montecito, the parcels being larger than
in Santa Barbara but laid out on the same “crazy quilt” pattern, few
of them rectangular, and many of them overlapping, which has led
to much confusion on the part of surveyors in later times. Land
in what is now the “Millionaire’s Paradise,” was of little value then,
but the abundance of wood and the easily available water supply
furnished by the many creeks that flow down from the shady
canons, were attractive features to these early pioneers. The name
Montecito is generally translated “little forest” and the term now
fits the condition even better than it did a hundred. years ago for
the lavish planting of ornamental and other trees has transformed
the valley into a great arboreal park.

In 1798, at Casil (Dos Pueblos) the greatly loved and first Com-
mandant of the Presidio, Capt. Jose Francisco Ortega, died, and his
funeral was attended by practically every inhabitant of the Santa
Barbara valley. For some time previous to his death, Capt. Ortega
had been retired from active service and his successor was Capt.
Goycochea, who proved a most worthless officer and his military
rule was so exasperating to his subordinates and his neglect of duty
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so notorious that the Governor removed him in 1802 and appointed
Lieut. Raimundo Carrillo in his place. Carrillo was a very compe-
tent officer but during his administration of five years there were
some unfortunate occurrences that marred the usual quiet routine of
life in pleasant Santa Barbara. Some severe earthquakes in 1806
did much damage to the adobe houses and an epidemic of pulmonary
disease swept off large numbers of the natives. This fatal disease
spread such terror among the Indians that those who had not been
thoroughly instructed in the Christian faith attributed the presence
of the plague to the fact that the ancient god Chupu had become
angry because of the neglect and disrespect with which he had been
treated and was showing his displeasure by sending the dire disease
among them. They tried to get the Mission Indians to give up the
Catholic faith and by returning to the worship of the ancient deity,
restore him to his wonted good humor. The Tulare tribes were
also involved in a conspiracy to induce the Mission Indians to rebel
against the padres but Lieut. Carrillo handled the situation so well
that he prevented an uprising and after the abatement of the disease,
matters settled down to their usual condition of quiet.

Fr. Caballeria in his history says that in 1807, Capt. Jose Arguello
was “ordered to enter upon the discharge of the duties pertaining
to the office of Commandant of the Santa Barbara Presidio. The
new official proved to be a virtuous man, worthy of encomium and
entitled to more than a passing notice, a practical Christian and a
good soldier, he possessed eminent traits which enabled him readily
to effect the accomplishment of rapid strides in the glorious mission-
ary work, advancement which the zeal and energies of the humble
Franciscans so richly merited. Such a policy resulted in the period
during which he held the reins of government being marked as an
era of prosperity and progress.

“During this time the Viceroy at Mexico consigned to California,

"a large number of convicts and prisoners, to suffer in these Pre-
sidios the punishment and penalties which their guilt deserved. Com-
mandant Arguello, deciding to employ these hands for the welfare
of the town, set them to work building houses for citizens of the
place, repairing old public works, grading roads and opening streets.
The outcome of these politic measures was that Santa Barbara soon
became a neat city and acquired a fair standing as to enterprise and
respectability.

‘“Another important act of Arguello was the opening of common
schools. Thus, by availing himself of every opportunity, he suc-
ceeded in obtaining for Santa Barbara all the improvements that
could tend to make it a typical modern city.
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“Capt. Arguello was six years in command of the Presidio, and
his conduct of affairs reflected upon him honorable distinction.
Among the numerous instances which called forth astute diplomacy,
he showed himself capable of maintaining the dignity of Spain
whenever any attempts were made by the Russian chiefs from the
north to take forcible possession of the territory.

“The shrewdness and strict measures pursued by Arguello in his
warfare against these pretentious foreigners did not escape the notice
of his superiors who speedily recognized his worth and elevated him
to the responsible post of Governor-General of California in 1815.
The vacancy thus caused in the command at Santa Barbara was
filled by the appointment of young Captain Jose de la Guerra y
Noriega, during whose incumbency the Mexican proclamation of
independence took place. De la Guerra served a term of twenty-
four years.” He was the father of Pablo De la Guerra, who was
pre-eminent in the history of California as well as of Santa Barbara
and who occupied many positions of trust and responsibility not only
under Mexican rule but after the acquisition of the country by the
United States.

It was during De la Guerra’s administration as Commandant at
the Presidio, that Mexican independence was proclaimed and an
emperor, Augustin I, elevated to the position of ruler of the new
nation. In April 1822, the officers, soldiers and citizens of Santa
Barbara took the oath of allegiance to the Empire of Mexico and the
Spanish rule in California ceased.

The Mission continued to prosper during these later years and in
1822 the records show 4,288 Indians baptized up to that time and
there were 947 settled Indian families. The Mission owned 27,432
head of stock of different kinds and 14,000 trees had been planted.

The change from Spanish rule to Mexican made but small
changes in California at the time, but later, the successive rebellions,
pronunciamientos and proclamations that have characterized the his-
tory of our southern neighbor, were participated in to a greater or
less extent by the people of California.

Hardly had Capt. Arguello become seated in his chair as Governor
under, and as the representative of, the Most Illustrious Emperor,
Augustin the First, in November, 1823, than he received word that
the Empire had ceased to exist and a republic had been proclaimed.
To this new political fetish he was required to transfer his allegiance,
muy pronto. This he did with an alacrity that would have done
credit to a modern politician “with his ear to the ground,” and
wherever the word “imperial” occurred in his decrees the word
“national’” was substituted.
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The next month came a proposition to Arguello from some lead-
ing politicians in Durango, Mexico, to unite with them in the estab-
lishment of a new republic to be known as the Republic of North
Mexico. But Arguello balked at this new move and after taking
into his confidence the four Presidio Commandants and other repre-
sentative men, it was decided to hold fast to Mexico.

Arguello inaugurated many reforms and under his rule a strong
effort was made for the promotion of law and order. When the
new Mexican constitution providing for a republican form of govern-
ment was adopted and General Victoria was chosen first president,
the Mexican Congress thought proper to require a new oath of
allegiance to the new constitution.

When the oath was put up to Arguello he took it readily and his
example was followed by his subordinates and by the officers and
soldiers of the military. It was then tendered to the Franciscans.
Father Sarria, the president, felt that he could not in all conscience
take it himself. He had already sworn allegiance to the Spanish
government and the oath to the Mexican constitution contained an
engagement to take up arms against Spain in the event of war,
though in the case of the old priest the obligation was only nominal.
Sarria felt that conscience forbade him to make even an unmeaning
declaration on oath. “I have decided,” he wrote to Arguello, “that
I cannot take the oath to the Federal Constitution of the Mexican
States without violating the lawful obligations I have already made
in good faith. I say so with regret, as I desire to show example of
public respect for the law, now as hitherto, but cannot in this case
without betraying my conscience. I learn that we are threatened
exile if we refuse, but I must endure it, much as I should regret leav-
ing my beloved flock. The task which I undertook for God’s sake
I will lay down if need be at the will of the same God, to whom I
have prayed for your honor’s welfare.”

Some of the assemblymen urged that the Franciscans should be
removed from management of the Missions in consequence of Sar-
ria’s refusal to take the oath but Arguello declined to take this course
and contented himself with reporting the action of Father Sarria to
the Mexican administration.

Arguello’s hope of continuing to hold the office of Governor after
the adoption of the new constitution was doomed to disappointment
for as soon as matters were well settled in Mexico, the President of
the Republic selected an officer of engineers, Col. Echeandia for
the position. An investigation of the missions and the “Pious
Fund” had already been made by Secretary of State, Alaman, and
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Congress appointed a permanent committee on “Californian Develop-
ment.” This committee made some reports in which the wealth of
the missions was much exaggerated. One estimated it at sixty or
seventy thousand for each of the twenty missions and thought that
this amount could be secured at once by the Mexican government.

As the new Mexican government was short of funds and found
difficulty in getting enough money to pay the soldiers at the Cali-
fornia Presidios, Echeandia was instructed to ascertain what funds
could be raised in California either from customs or the mission
property. In pursuance of these instructions he asked for a report
of the “Development Committee” and its conclusions foreshadowed
what was coming to the missions later.

It read as follows: “Conversion of the savages is desirable, but
ought to be effected only through visits of priests and friars, author-
ized by the government and supported from the Pious Fund. The
friars at existing missions should remain as parish priests, but only
until the Indian communities could, be made regular parishes, with
secular priests. The selection of sites for missions,.on the new plan,
should be made by the territorial assembly. The general govern-
ment should take the temporal administration of the missions and
form regulations to preserve the property and well-being of the
natives. It should also suppress the mission guards, but provide
full protection for persons and property in some other way.”

It will now be seen that Mexican leaders and political chiefs began
to look with longing eyes on the rich possessions of the missions and
the white colonists of California also regarded with disfavor a sys-
tem whereby the best lands were in control of the church organiza-
tion. All kinds of complaints were made in the endeavor to have
the mission holdings broken up and the original plan of having the
Indians under the care of the missions for ten years and then placed
on holdings of their own to become self-supporting, was urged as an
additional reason for such a step.

In 1824 and 1826 the Mexican government passed laws liberating
the Indians from the control of the padres and suspended the pay-
ment of the priests. This proved rather premature for the Indian
when released “took to the woods” as we might say and decided
to get his living from what he had so many years been working to
amass. Stock was stolen, taken to inaccessible canons, slaughtered
and served to keep in well-fed condition, the former serfs who had
tended the herds. )

This law releasing the Indian from his obligation to the missions,
was repealed after a trial of one year and although many Indians
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returned to their allegiance, the seeds of disorder and rebellion were
sown and the vicious white element, already quite numerous, joined
with the discontented Indians and carried matters with a high hand.

To reform conditions, Manuel Victoria was appointed Governor,
but although an able man, he was too severe and summary in his
punishments and soon an outbreak occurred at San Diego, headed by
Jose M. Avila. Victoria's friends, however, put down the incipient
rebellion and kept Avila in irons to await the Governor’s pleasure.
Governor Victoria, hearing of the trouble, left Monterey with a
small escort and reached San Fernando December 4, 1831. A party
of the insurgents reached Los Angeles the same evening and induced
a number of citizens to espouse their side. Avila was released and
placing himself at the head of the dissatisfied, swore he would kill
Victoria or die in the attempt. The two parties met about eight
miles west of Los Angeles on ‘the Santa Barbara road, near the
Cahuenga Pass and both parties halted for a parley, but Avila,
putting spurs to his horse rughed upon Victoria, wounding him
severely in the side. The thrust was partially parried by Romualdo
Pacheco, who, before he could recover his guard was run through by
Avila. While the lance was still quivering in Pacheco’s body, Viec-
toria drew a pistol and shot Avila dead, Pacheco and Avila falling
from their horses, nearly at the same moment. This sudden blood-
letting threw both sides into a panic and Victoria's party went to
San Gabriel, taking the wounded Governor with them while Avila's
men returned to Los Angeles. A party went out from town the
same evening, found the two bodies where they fell and brought
them in and buried them side by side.

We now come to that important event in the history of Santa
Barbara and of all California as well—the Secularization of the
Missions. This had been many times threatened but just at the
critical moment something had occurred to prevent it. The mis-
sionaries strongly opposed it and constantly urged that it would
prove disastrous to the Indians if they were .released from all
restraint. The padres in spite of the imminence of secularization
during all these years, kept on with their labors in the improvement
and upbuilding of their establishments and in gathering the heathen
native into the fold, and to show how well they succeeded the
following list of the mission properties in Santa Barbara County
in 1828 will be some indication:

The Mission at Santa Barbara had 40,000 cattle, 3,000 horses,
20,000 sheep and 160 oxen.
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Purissima had 40,000 cattle, 6,600 horses, 30,000 sheep and 600
oxen, while the Santa Ynez Mission had property valued at $800,000.

The Decree of Secularization was dated August 17, 1833, and
during that year, Gen. Jose Figueroa, a man of much executive
ability, was made Governor.

In 1834 he issued the following “Provincial Regulations for the
Secularization of the Missions of Upper California”:

ARrTICLE I. The political chief, according to the spirit of the
law of August 17, 1833, and in compliance with instructions re-
ceived from the Supreme Government, jointly with the religious
missionaries, will convert the missions of this territory partially into
villages—beginning in the approaching month of August, 1835, with
ten, and the rest thereafter successively.

2. Religious missionaries shall be relieved from the administra-
tion of temporalities, and shall only exercise the duties of their
ministry so far as they relate to spiritual matters, whilst the formal
division of parishes is in progress, and the Supreme Diocesan
Government shall provide parochial clergy.

3. The Territorial Government shall resume the administration
of temporal concerns as directed, upon the following foundations

4. The approbation of this provisional regulation by the Supreme
Government shall be requested in the most prompt manner.

5. To each head of a family and all who are more than twenty
years old, although without families, will be given from the lands of
the mission, whether temporal or watered, a lot of ground not to
contain more than 400 yards in length and as many in breadth, nor
less than 100. Sufficient land for watering the cattle will be given in
common. The outlets or roads shall be marked out by each village
and at the proper time the corporation lands shall be designated.

6. Among the said individuals shall be distributed, ratably and
justly, according to the discretion of the political chief, the half of
the movable property, taking as a basis the last inventory which the
missionaries have presented of all descriptions of cattle.

7. One half or less of the implements and seeds indispensable for
agriculture shall be allotted to them.

8. All the surplus lands, roots, movable securities and property
of all classes, shall be under the charge and responsibility of the
steward or agent whom the political chief may name, subject to the
disposal of the Supreme Federal Government.

9. From the common mass of this property shall be provided
the subsistence of theé missionary monks, the pay of the steward and
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other servants, the expenses of religious worship, schools and othes
matters of cleanliness or ornament.

10. The political chief, as the person charged with the direction
of temporal concerns, shall determine and order beforehand the
necessary qualifications all the charges to be distributed, as well to
carry this plan into execution as for the preservation and increase
of the property.

11. The missionary minister shall select the place which suits him
best for his dwelling and that of his attendants and servants; he is
also to be provided with furniture and necessary utensils.

12. The library, holy vestment and furniture of the church, shall
be in charge of the missionary ministers, under the responsibility
of the person who officiates as sexton (and whom the said father
shall select) who shall be paid a reasonable salary.

13. Inventories shall be made of all the property of each mis-
sion, with a proper separation and explanation of each description;
of the books, charges, and dates of all sorts of papers; of the
credits, liquidated and unliquidated, with their respective remarks
and explanations ; of which a return shall be made to the Supreme
Government.

14. The political government of the villages shall be organized
in accordance with existing laws. The political chief shall take
measures for the election and establishment of Boards of Magis-
trates. -

15. The internal police of the villages shall be under the charge
of the Board of Magistrates but as to the administration of justice
in matters of dispute, these shall be under the cognizance of inferior
judges, established constitutionally in the places nearest at hand.

16. Those who have been emancipated shall be obliged to join
in such labors of community as are indispensable, in the opinion of
the political chief, in the cultivation of the vineyards, gardens and
fields, which for the present remain unapportioned, until the Supreme
Government shall determine.

17. Emancipated persons shall render the minister such services
as may be necessary for his person.

18. They shall not sell, mortgage nor dispose of the lands granted
to them, neither shall they sell their cattle. Contracts made in con-
travention of these prohibitions shall be of no effect, and the
Governor shall seize the property as belonging to the nation, and
the purchasers shall forfeit their money.

19. Lands, the proprietors of which die without heirs, shall re-
vert to the nation. )
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20. The political chief shall name the commissioners he deems
necessary for carrying out this system and its incidents.

21. The political chief is authorized to determine any doubt or
matter involved in the execution of this regulation.

22. While this regulation is being carried into operation, the mis-
sionaries are forbidden to kill cattle in any large number, except so
far as is usually required for the subsistence of the neophytes (con-
verted Indians) without waste, :

23. The unliquidated debts of the mission shall be paid in pref-
erence from the common fund, at the places and upon the terms
which the political chief may determine.

The proclamation also covered certain rules to be observed in
carrying out the law and was signed by Jose Figueroa as Governor
and Augustine V. Zamorano as Secretary.

The outlook for the missionaries was now gloomy. The so-called
“Pious Fund” which had been heretofore used in the propagation
of the faith and upon which the padres had depended in part for
support, was now absorbed by President Santa Ana and nothing
more from that source was available. Even without the Pious Fund
they could have succeeded pretty well with the vast herds of cattle
and other stock and the fine crops of grain annually raised. But
flocks and herds and lands were now to be taken and all through
Mexico and in California too, were hungry exploiters who were
greedily regarding the wealth of the missions and longing for the
time when they might get a share.

Before the Decree of Secularization even, and during the years
in which it seemed constantly imminent, a good deal of the land had
been alienated from the missions and secured by those who made
application under an averment that it was not needed for the mission
stock. Although this statement in many cases was absolutely untrue,
the padres were not in a position to refuse assent and consequently
influential families with a “pull” secured large tracts and with the
tracts made sure that a goodly number of mission cattle were secured
therewith.

Now that the long-dreaded hour had arrived and the padres found
themselves abandoned by Mexico, plundered by the Californians and
ruin inevitable, they made frantic efforts to realize what they could
from their property.

The cattle were slaughtered by the thousands, only the hides being
preserved, as that was the only portion that could be sold for cash.
One half the hides were given for the killing and skinning and the
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carcasses were left to decay on the fields where the slaughter took
place. It was said that in some instances the padres ordered the
cutting down of the orchards and the destruction of the vineyards
in order that nothing of value might fall into the hands of their
spoilers, but this was not generally the case for the missions of Ven-
tura and Santa Barbara had large orchards a dozen years afterwards
when the American conquest took place.

In the meantime the Government as soon as possible, got the
machinery in motion to carry out the Decree and administrators of
the missions were appointed. By this time there was little to ad-
minister upon and when they got through there was nothing,—the
spoliation of the missions was complete.

Fortunately for the Mission at Santa Barbara, the Franciscan
Superior had sent several priests from Mexico who were natives of
Mexico and not Spaniards and this fact prevented their expulsion
and the sale of the Mission and its immediate orchards and vine-
yards. A concession of lands was made to the Indians at Cienagui-
tas, near the Hope Ranch, but the authorities afterwards relieved
them of it and the few remaining aborigines, gradually drifted away
until but here and there a scattering family remained when the
Americans came. .

It seemed that the Mexican Congress had some qualms of con-
science for the summary manner in which they had despoiled the
missions and in 1835 a Bishop of California was appointed and a
religious fund was set aside for church extension in that province.
In 1842 however, everything was again confiscated and during
Governor Alvarado’s term they destroyed what little remained of
the missions, burnt all books and records, destroyed images and
documents and in some instances used valuable manuscripts for gun-
wadding.

Again Santa Barbara was fortunate during this period of de-
struction and the havoc that marked and disgraced the action of the
Mexican authorities and their California subordinates in nearly
every mission, was not in evidence here,

This is one reason why many valuable documents pertaining to
early mission days have been preserved in the Santa Barbara Mis-
sion through all the perilous experiences that marked the era of
secularization.

The first Bishop under the act of 1835 to be sent to California was
the Right Rev. Francisco Garcia Diego y Moreno, and on his arrival
in this province, he made Santa Barbara his Episcopal See.

He was received with rejoicings but he soon found that the
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Government was not keeping its promises and when he witnessed
the many atrocities that were perpetrated on the defenseless natives
he became so overwhelmed with disappointment and grief that his
life was of short duration for in five short years he was dead. His
remains were buried in the Mission church at Santa Barbara.

The land now being in the hands of new pwners or possessors
rather, the raising of cattle was made the chief interest of the com-
munity and in a few years the country, in spite of the wholesale
slaughter by the padres, was as well stocked as ever. The Indians
who had homes at the missions, now that there was nothing to sup-
port them there, relapsed into a species of barbarism, and mingling
with the wild tribes from the Mohave desert and the great valley of
the San Joaquin, kept up a predatory warfare on the herds of the
Californians, whose well-stocked ranches offered rich prizes for
midnight forays. Indians from as far away as Oregon and in one
instance from the Rocky Mountains, hearing of the rich spoil of the
California fields, came all the way to share in the plunder. One
noted mountaineer and scout named “Peg-leg” Smith brought a band
of Indians from Oregon and drove off a herd of over seventeen
hundred horses. So persistent were the ravages of these marauders
that it was the opinion of well-informed Mexicans that the utter
destruction of the cattle ranches was only a matter of time. The
conquest of the country by the Americans, put an end to most of the
depredations, though desultory attacks were made long after.

During Bishop Moreno’s administration of the Santa Barbara
Mission, the only income of the Bishop and the ministers at the
~ Mission was the annual rental of $1,200, received from N. A. Den
and Daniel Hill for the property still owned by the Mission which
consisted of the vineyard at the mouth of the San Jose Canon in
Goleta, the “Sisters’ Ranch” at the Cienaguitas, the San Marcos
ranch in, Ehe Santa Ynez, what stock the Mission still owned and the
shops, tannery, vineyards and orchards in the immediate vicinity
of the church.

The Decree of Secularization has been praised and denounced
with equal fervor by its beneficiaries and its victims. The church
authorities could see nothing of good in it, while the civil authori-
ties who carried it into execution, claimed that it was necessary and
right. It all depended on the point of view. The Spanish families
who had come to the country with the hope of obtaining lands and
becoming the founders of a prosperous state, felt that little could be
accomplished while the church authorities owned all the land and
controlled the situation. It was somewhat galling to Spanish pride
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to have the natives, whom even the padres called “gente sin razon,”
men without reason, exercising control over lands which they felt
they could use to much better advantage. And they argued with
many an object lesson to give force to their reasoning, that the
Indians learned the vices of the whites much faster than they
adopted their virtues, and that in spite of all the “coddling” they
were fast becoming an extinct race. It was one of the enforced
rules of the fathers that the Indians should be housed in close quar-
ters and to a race that had grown in the open, this was a source of
disease and death. In addition certain diseases introduced by the
whites, spread among the natives, who being without proper treat-
ment, succumbed in large numbers thereto. The death rate became
greater than the birth rate, the average Indian family not having
two children. Consequently, it was argued, there was little use of
keeping such a princely domain for the maintenance of such a decay-
ing race.

We must admit, that the resultant of the secularization, attended
as it was with much waste and destruction and hardship to the
native, was after all a change for the better for California, for the
next two decades witnessed the growth of a rural life of such
generous hospitality and general felicity as to seem almost Arcadian
in jts delights and many of those who came under its influence and
enjoyed its hospitalities, were never weary of expatiating on its
wonderful attractiveness and fascination.

During this period the virtues of hospitality to strangers, liberal
and square dealing with neighbors, helpfulness far those in distress
and domestic fidelity and homely faithfulness, became such promi-
nent traits as to win the admiration of the visitors who found their
way to this little known part of the world. It was during this period
that the art of horsemanship reached a perfection, unequalled else-
where and became a model for all later times. A gentle_: dignity
on the part of the men and a graceful beauty on the part of the
women, added to a simple politeness that did not oppress or annoy,
were marked attributes of these people.

It seems almost wonderful that these people with poor houses, no
fine furniture or expensive clothing, with little or no education, with
only a little glimpse of the outside world when an occasional ship
looking for hides and tallow, came into port, should have developed
a social life of such superior virtue as to serve as a standard for the
rougher and more energetic Americans who succeeded them.

Several factors might have produced this happy condition, among
which are the traditions that still lingered among the people of
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former Spanish dignity, the kindly influence of the padres who were
men of learning and gentle presence, the easy economic conditions
which led to a generous and wide-spread hospitality, and above all
the balm of a climate so conducive to physical perfection and pro-
motive of mental calm and restfulness.

These days of the “Shepherd Kings” as it has been felicitously
styled, were made possible by the liberal grants of lands to promi-
nent families, to the ease with which great herds of cattle were
raised and to the excellent market which all the products of the
ranches enjoyed in the active commerce which sprang up between
this section and the eastern coast of the United States.

These grants of land run all the way from one square league up
to eleven leagues, which under a ruling of the Mexican Govern-
ment, was to be the maximum. But some of the government favor-
ites who were thus enabled to dominate little principalities and
family at one time owned two hundred thousand acres or about
forty-five square leagues, the Spanish land measure of the “league”
being 4,438 acres.

It is an interesting part of our early history which covers the
apportionment of these extensive tracts of land among certain favor-
ites who were thus enabled to dominate little principalities and
which led to the appellation of Shepherd Kings.

The only grant made to a community in this county was that of
" the Pueblo of Santa Barbara, made in 1782, which covered the terri-
tory from Goleta to the Rincon and comprised four square leagues
or 17,826 acres. -

All the other grants were to individuals and the following com-
prises the principal tracts thus alienated in Santa Barbara County,
with the date of the grant, the name of the grantee and the number
of acres in the tract:

Lompoc was granted to Jose Antonio Carrillo, April 15, 1837,
with an acreage of 38,335.

San Julian to George Rock, April 7, 1837, with 48,221 acres,
afterwards purchased by the De la Guerras.

Guadalupe to Diego Olivera and Teodore Arrellanes, March 21,
1840, 30,408 acres.

Cuyama to Jose Maria Rojo, April 24, 1843, afterwards confirmed
to Maria Antonio de la Guerra and Caesario Lattaillade; 22,198
acres.

Tequepis to Joaquin Vila, 8,919 acres.

Sisquoc to Maria Antonio Caballero, June 3, 1833, confirmed to
James B. Huie and containing 35,485 acres.
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Santa Rosa Island to Jose Antonio and Carlos Carrillo, Oct. 4,
1843, and afterwards given to Messrs. Jones and Thompson who
married members of the Carrillo family. This island was estimated
at 60,000 acres.

Santa Cruz Island to Andres Castillero May 22nd, 1839, also
estimated at 60,000 acres.

Punta de la Laguna to Luis Arrellanes and E. M. Ortega Dec. 24,
1844 ; 26,648 acres.

Mission Vieja de la Punssuna to Joaquin and Jose Antonio Car-
rillo, Nov. 20, 1845, containing 4,440 acres.

Corral de Quati to Augustine Devilla, confirmed to Maria Antonia
de la Guerra Lataillade; 13,300 acres.

La Laguna to Miguel Abila, Nov. 3, 1845; 18.212 acres.

Tinaquaic to Victor Linares, May 6, 1837; 8,874 acres.

La Calera or Las Positas to Narcisco Fabrigat, May 16, 1843,

" confirmed to Thomas M. Robbins and Manuela Carrillo de Jones;
3,281 acres (now the “Hope Ranch”).
Todos Santos to Salvador Osio, Nov. 3, 1844 ; 22,200 acres.
- Canada de San Miguelito to Ramon Rodriguez, March 1, 1846;
8,880 acres.
Alisal to W. E. Hartnell, Jan. 26, 1843; 2,971 acres.
La Zaca to Maria Antonia de la Guerra y Lataillade, in 1838
4,480 acres. :

Lomas de la Purificacion to Augustin Janssens, Dec. 27, 1844;
13,320 acres.

San Marcos to Nicolas A. Den, June 8, 1846; 35,573 acres.

Los Alamos to Jose Antonio Carrillo, March 9, 1839; 48,803 acres.

Santa Rosa to Francisco Cota, three and one half leagues, granted
July 30, 1839.

Purissima to Ramon Malo, Dec. 6, 1845 ; 14,927 acres.

Nojoqui to Raimundo Carrillo, April 27, 1843; 13,522 acres.

Dos Pueblos to Nicolas A. Den, April 18, 1842 15,535 acres.

Canada Del Corral to Jose Dolores Ortega, Nov. 5, 1841 ; 8,875
acres.

La Goleta to Daniel Hill, June 10, 1846: 4,440 acres.

Nuestra Sonora Del Refugio to Antomo Maria Ortega, August
1, 1834 ; 26,529 acres.

Jesus Maria to Lucas Olivera, April 8, 1837; 42, 184 acres.

San Carlos de Jonata to Joaquin Carrillo, September 24, 1845;
26,631 acres.

Mission Santa Ynez to Jose Maria Covarrubias and others, June
15, 1846. The United States Land Commissioners rejected this
claim.
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Pueblo Lands of Santa Barbara were granted in 1782; the claim
was filed with the Commissioners Feb. 1, 1853 ; rejected by the Com-
missioners Aug. I, 1854, and finally confirmed by the District Court,
March 1, 1861.

Casmalia to Antonio Olivera, September 12, 1840; 8,841 acres.

Canada de la Pino or “College Ranch”; 35,499 acres to Bishop
Alemany.

Santa Barbara Mission to Richard S Den, June 10, 1846.

An allotment of 37.83 acres of land was made to the Santa Bar-
bara Mission after Secularization and 17.35 acres to Santa Ynez
Mission.

The two most important towns in California at this time were
Santa Barbara and Monterey and although Monterey was the
nominal seat of government, much of the Governor’s time was spent
at Santa Barbara where such prominent families as the De la Guer-
ras, Noriegas, Ortegas, Carrillos and Del Valles entertained him
with such hospitalities as these great land owners were well able to
extend.

Santa Barbara at this time was the great center of the hide and
tallow trade. Vessels from Boston and other eastern ports found
their way around Cape Homn to this far western shore and to Santa
Barbara from a hundred miles around, these products were brought
to exchange for the goods and money whlch the settlers so much
needed.

During these years when a brisk trade was springing up between
Santa Barbara and distant American and English ports, a number
of people from the United States and England, came to Santa Bar-
bara and being charmed by its location and clirhate, decided to cast
in their lot with the Spanish and Indian inhabitants and make it their
permanent home.

Many of the names of these early settlers will have a familiar
sound as their descendants now form a part of the present popula-
tion and have been intimately connected with the growth and develop-
ment of the County.

One of the first of these pioneers was Capt. James W. Burke, a
native of Galway, Ireland, who made his first visit here in 1820 and
settled in Santa Barbara a few years later. He lived in the adobe
dwelling on Figueroa Street near the Lutheran church, now used as -
a Chinese laundry. He was the father of Miguel F. Burke, for many
years Tax Collector of the County, and grandfather of the late Ex-
Mayor Edmund F. Burke.
 William E. P. Hartnell came from Bristol, England, in 1822. He

secured a grant of the Alisal Ranch in 1843.
Vol. 1—56
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Capt. Thomas Robbins came from Nantucket Island in 1827. Rob-
bins Street, the last street on the southwesterly side of the city,
was named from him.

Julien Foxen, a native of England, came in 1828 and afterwards
-purchased the Tinaquaic Ranch, where he lived until his death in
1874. 1t was his son William who guided Fremont over the San
Marcos Pass when the “Pathfinder” was on his way to capture Santa
Barbara, thus foiling the Mexican forces who were laying in wait at
Gaviota Pass to intercept him.

Alpheus B. Thompson, John C. Jones and Lewis T. Burton came
to Santa Barbara in the early thirties and made themselves solid with
the old residents by marrying into the Carrillo family and securing
a goodly slice of real estate thereby. Alpheus Thompson was the
father of Charles A. Thompson, the attorney, who died in April of
the present year (1916).

Lewis T. Burton, who had attained renown in Kentucky as a
hunter was attracted to this section by its reputation as a hunting
ground for the sea-otter. He afterwards engaged in business here
and the old Burton homestead on Burton Mound, was a noted land-
mark, until it was removed to give place to the Potter Hotel. This
mound was also remarkable as having been the site of an Indian
village for countless generations for it is largely made up of the
refuse and kitchen-middens that accumulated during its long occu-
pancy as the capital of the native villages in this valley. When the
excavations were being made for the foundation of the Potter Hotel,
every furrow of the plow turned up some relic of by-gone ages and
two rooms of the basement of the hotel are still devoted to the
storage of the great quantity of antiquities unearthed during its
construction.

Augustus Janssens came from Belgium in 1834. He secured a
grant of the Rancho Lomas de la Purificacion in 1844. HIS de-
scendants are respected citizens of Santa Barbara.

Isaac J. Sparks, a native of Maine, came to Santa Barbara over-
land, in 1832. He was a merchant and first postmaster of the city.
He was also a member of the first city council elected in 1850. He
built the first brick house in Santa Barbara on the southwest side of
State Street between Gutierrez and Montecito Streets, known to old
residents of forty years ago as the “Park Hotel.” He was also con-
nected with Capt. Geo. Nidever in the rescue of the lost woman of
San Nicolas, whose history will appear later. )

Albert Packard came from New England in 1845. He secured
a large tract of land in the western part of the city and his resi-
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dence may still be seen on Rancheria Street between Carrillo and
Canon Perdido Streets.

William A. Streeter came from New York in the early forties,
being a millwright by profession, but Yankee-like able to turn his
hand to anything from mending a refractory door-lock to pulling a
tooth. The writer well remembers many reminiscences of the olden
days heard from his lips while at work over some intricate bit of
machinery which his natural ingenuity seemed able to put into run-
ning order.

These primitive days in Santa Barbara were certainly most
romantic and attractive and many of us who live in this age of
autos and aeroplanes, sometimes wish that we might for a day, at
least, enjoy ancient Santa Barbara as it appeared in the thirties and
forties. Instead of automobiles were to be seen the dashing cavaliers
on well trained but fiery horses, racing to and fro, their saddles and
bridles ornamented to the last degree with silver trimmings and
silken decorations, to catch the eye of the pretty senoritas who
looked upon the skillful horseman as the last word in accomplish-
ments. ,

There were a goodly number of stores where showy silks and
sparkling jewelry were spread to tempt the daughters of the “shep-
herd kings” and as the wealth of the family was not spent in palatial
dwellings or rich furniture, it was lavished in articles of personal
adornment. The men in this respect were not a whit behind the
women and their dress was as gorgeous as their means would permit.

On gala days the Spanish Don wore trousers of fine broadcloth,
open at the side and showing drawers of fine white material beneath.
Along the sides of these nether garments were rows of silver or
gold buttons and a sash of fine silk encircled the waist, where in
time of war the sword belt had place. But these gallants were not
entirely defenceless for a pistol or a knife was generally carried in
the sash, ready for use in case these punctilious beaux felt that their
honor had been wounded. '

The women were very fond of displaying or concealing their
charms in skirts of bright colors over snowy white under-garments
with stockings of fancy colors. One writer speaks of a daughter of
one of the wealthy families coming down to the boat landing with
“pink silk stockings and red slippers with silver buttons.” The
rebosa or shawl with which their ancestors in old Castile had for
centuries, hidden or disclosed their charms, was made as effective on
this far western shore as in the homeland but it is said that the
ability to wear the rebosa gracefully and effectively is a trait that
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has descended from mother to daughter through many generations,
and not every female possesses it.

But few of the houses had a fire-place, floor, window or chimney.
A fire was built in one corner of the room on the clay floor where
the cooking was done. The cooking utensils consisted of an iron or
copper kettle, the metate for grinding corn and the soap-stone rock
for baking the tortillas. They had no dishes or table ware and in
many houses no tables. The kettle was used to boil the beef or
mutton together with red peppers and such vegetables as they
raised. An abalone shell or a clam shell answered for plate, knife
and fork. The metate was made of a species of volcanic stone found
on the islands, being about twelve inches by eighteen and perhaps
two inches in thickness. In carving it into shape three legs were
left on the bottom a few inches long, one being longer than the
other two so that the metate stood on a slant and the corn or wheat
as it was pulverized, worked toward the lower side, where a raised
rim caught it. The work of pulverizing the grain in this laborious
manner was very hard on the wrists and arms, sometimes leading to
deformed wrists, consequently the task fell to servants and to those
too poor to hire the work done.

Bedding was scarce in these adobe houses. When bedtime came
and the only opening in the building, the door, was closed for the
night, a rawhide on the bare earth floor was about the extent of the
luxury enjoyed by the sleeper and as the adobe walls kept out the
slight degree of cold that winter sometimes brought, there was no
particular suffering on that account.

In fact clothing was generally worn for modesty or ornament,
rather than for comfort and children up to three and four years

of age, played around the houses entirely naked.

" Wash-day did not come every Monday but certain days were set
apart for that purpose when the women would gather in large
numbers at the mission fountain, the creek or the hot springs and
cleanse their white garments by dipping them in water, pounding
them on a log and then repeating the process until the required degree
of whiteness was secured. These wash-days were the social events
that correspond to the quilting parties of our New England ances-
tors or the “pink teas” of a later age. Bits of scandal, love affairs,
domestic infelicity, etc., were subjects upon which information and
opinions were exchanged and the occasion was looked upon as a
general “clearing house” for each participant’s share of gossip.

Of the hospitality of these days, Mason in his “History of Santa
Barbara County,” says: '
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“Hospitality is a growth from several conditions. Plenty is at the
basis. We sometimes read of sharing the last morsel with a
stranger, but a common practice of such a virtue would result in
the annihilation of both parties instead of one, and it may be set
down as a fact that a starving community will attend to its own
wants first. Several circumstances combined to produce the hospi-
tality that has justly been the object of so much admiration. First,
the Californians had an abundance ; second, they were isolated, and
a stranger from another mission or from another province, had much
to relate that was interesting. This condition of affairs prevailed
much the same in the Western and Southern States, fifty years since.
The stranger was expected to be as free with his knowledge as the
host was with his fare. Virtues as well as vices have their growth
in conditions, though much in the case of the Californians must be
ascribed to the traditions which had been inherited from old Spain,
also to the religion that enjoined hospitality to strangers as one of
the cardinal virtues. Whatever its source, their hospitality, before
the conquest (American) had soured the temper and humiliated the
pride of the Dons, or before the discovery of gold had begotten
the avarice and selfishness of money-making, was unbounded. No
stranger was ever turned away from their door, however humble it
might be; rest and food was certain.

“It was even an offence to pass a house without giving an oppor-
tunity to proffer hospitality. It was said by one traveler that so
great was their hospitality that “Old Sooty” himself would not be
turned away if he asked for entertainment, though the inmates might
have to padre nostras until morning. Music, songs accompanied by
the guitar, and even dancing, were improvised for his entertainment,
and if the subject of the hospitality should prove unworthy, it did
not prevent a repetition the following day if opportunity should
offer. There was not a hotel in all California until the discovery of
gold. Large parties were entertained at the missions or at the houses
of the wealthy. Wherever the circumstances seemed to justify it,
money was delicately tendered to the visitor by leaving it at his bed-
side to help himself if he chose. With a saddle and bridle of his
own he could, and was expected to, catch a fresh horse every
morning, turning the exhausted animal loose to find its way back

“to its owner. If he had no saddle an Indian would accompany him

to bring it back.” .

The people of the town did not all spend their summers as they
did their winters in their smoke stained adobe houses. Many of
them moved out into the country on the outside pueblo lands where
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a tract of about a block in size was allotted to each family for pur-
poses of cultivation. A shelter of brush and hides was made to
keep off the sun and dew and the tract of land was planted to such’
summer crops as melons, pumpkins, beans, corn and peppers.

The cattle were driven to distant ranches or herded on vacant
lands near the settlement. The people looked forward to these
summer camps with much pleasure and the easily raised crops above
mentioned served as an ample food supply during the outing. These
summer resorts extended all along shore from Goleta to Carpinteria
but the most popular section, owing to the fine streams of water,
quantity of shade trees and freedom from mosquitoes, was Monte-
cito. Although in the near-by mountains were grizzly bears that
would sometimes make raids on the garden patches, the fact did not
seem to detract from the enjoyment of these festive days and when a
gay caballero in silk and spangles came charging up the camp with
fiery horse and jingling spurs, life seemed to be worth the living.
The women and children occupied their time in drying beef into
“jerky” and in laying up a supply of corn, beans, onions and chilis
against a winter’s time of need. The men were generally off with
the stock and only occasionally put in an appearance at the summer
residence.

Where there were so many expert horsemen, all kinds of sport
connected with horsemanship was much in vogue. The ocean
beach at low tide formed the best of speedways and on holidays the
racing of horses was a prominent amusement. When a race between
two noted horses was to take place the whole country came to enjoy
the spectacle and to bet on favorites. Besides racing there were
other forms of horsemanship to exhibit the skill and daring of the
riders. -One was to pick up an article from the ground when riding
at full speed. Another was to jump a horse over a stream and while
doing so dip a cup of water from the stream. A fowl was sometimes
buried in the sand with only its head protruding and the expert
horseman was expected to pull it from its sandy bed while passing
at full speed.

The powerful and cruel bit used by the Mexicans gave complete
control to the rider and a horse would attempt anything rather than
feel the pain which could be given with the terrible machine in its
mouth. The spurs too, were frightful instruments of torture and
horses’ sides were frequently reeking with blood from the cruel
scourging of these revolving spikes.

There was a good deal of gambling going on in addition to that
of betting on horse races. Until the Americans came, monte was the
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favorite game and much time was devoted to it and much of the
visible wealth of the people passed from one to the other in this
way. The Indians took to it with all the avidity that an inferior
race has for the vices of a superior and they would bet their last
horse, blanket, shirt, and sometimes their wives, on a turn of the
cards.

To give one an idea of how the wealthier families spent their
time in the winter, we cannot do better than to quote from Richard
Henry Dana’s “Two Years before the Mast,” in which his diary tells
of a notable wedding that took place at the De la Guerra mansion,

DE LA GUERRA HoMESTEAD, BuiLT 1N EARLY *30s

Scene of wedding described by Dana in “Two Years Before the
Mast.” Two story building in rear used as safe for coin.

fronting the present city hall on East De la Guerra Street, during
his visit in January, 1836.

“Sunday, January 1oth. Arrived at Santa Barbara and on the
following Wednesday, slipped our cable and went to sea on account
of a southeaster. Returned to our anchorage the next day. We

were the only vessel in the port. .

“Great preparations were making on shore for the marriage of
our agent who was to marry Donna Anneta De G de N y
C , youngest daughter of Don Antonio N——, the grandee of
the place and the head of the first family in California. Our steward
was ashore three days making pastry and cake, and some of our
stores were sent off with him. On the day appointed for the
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wedding we took the captain ashore in the gig and had orders to
come for him at night with leave to go up to the house and see the
fandango. Returning on board we found preparations making for
a salute. Our guns were loaded and run out, men appointed to
each, cartridges served out, matches lighted and all the flags ready
to run up. I took my place at the starboard after gun and we all
waited for the signal from on shore.

“At ten o’clock the bride went up with her sister to the confes-
sional dressed in deep black. Nearly an hour intervened, when the
great doors of the mission church opened, the bells rang out a loud
discordant peal, the private signal for us was run up by the captain
ashore, the bride, dressed in complete white, came out of the church
with the bridegroom, followed by a long procession. Just as she
stepped from the church door, a small white cloud issued from the
bows of our ship which was full in sight, the loud report echoed
among the surrounding hills and over the bay, and instantly the ship
was dressed in flags and pennants from stem to stern. Twenty-three
guns followed in regular succession, with an interval of fifteen sec-
onds between each, when the cloud cleared away and the ship
lay dressed in her colors, all day. At sundown another salute of the
same number of guns was fired, and all the flags run down. This
we thought pretty well,—a gun every fifteen seconds,—for a mer-
chantman with only four guns and a dozen or twenty men.

“After supper the gig’s crew were called, and we rowed ashore,
dressed in our uniform, beached the boat and went up to the
fandango. The bride’s father’s house was the principal one in
the place, with a large court in front upon which a tent was built,
capable of containing several hundred people. As we drew near we
heard the accustomed sounds of violins and guitars and saw a great
motion of the people within. Going in, we found nearly all the
people of the town,—men, women and children,—collected and
crowded together, leaving barely room for the dancers; for on these
occasions no invitations are given but every one is expected to
come, though there is always a private entertainment within the
house for particular friends. The-old women sat down in rows,
clapping their hands to the music, and applauding the young ones.
The music was lively and among the tunes, we recognized several
of our popular airs, which we, without doubt, have taken from
the Spanish. In the dancing I was much disappointed. The women
stood upright with their hands down by their sides, their eyes fixed
on the ground before them, sliding about without any perceptible
means of motion; for their feet were invisible, the hem of their
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dresses forming a perfect circle about them reaching to the ground.
They looked as grave as though they were going through some
religious ceremony, their faces as little excited as their limbs; and
on the whole instead of the spirited, fascinating Spanish dances
which I had expected, I found the Californian fandango, on the
part of the women at least, a lifeless affair. The men did better.
They danced with grace and spirit, moving in circles around their
nearly stationary partners and showing their figures to great ad-
vantage. A great deal was said about our friend, Don Juan Bandini,
and when he did appear toward the close of the evening, he cer-
tainly gave us the most graceful dancing that I had ever seen. He
was dressed in white pantaloons, neatly made, a short jacket of
dark silk, gaily figured white stockings and thin morocco slippers
upon his very small feet. His slight and graceful figure was well
calculated for dancing and he moved about with the grace and
daintiness of a young fawn. An occasional touch of the toe to the
ground, seemed all that was necessary to give him a long interval of
motion in the air. At the same time he was not fantastic or flourish-
ing, but appeared to be rather repressing a strong tendency to
motion. He was loudly applauded and danced frequently toward
the close of the evening. After the supper the waltzing began,
which was confined to a very few of the “gente de razon” and was
considered a high accomplishment and a mark of aristocracy. Here
too, Don Juan figured greatly, waltzing with the sister of the bride
(Donna Augustia, a handsome woman and a general favorite) in
a variety of beautiful, but, to me, offensive figures, which lasted
as much as half an hour, no one else taking the floor. They were
repeatedly and loudly applauded, the old men and women jumping
out of their seats in admiration, and the young people waving their
hats and handkerchiefs. Indeed, among people of the character
of those Mexicans, the waltz seemed to have found its right place.
The great amusement of the evening, which I suppose was owing
to its being carnival, was the breaking of eggs filled with cologne or
other essences, upon the heads of the company. One end of the
egg is broken, the inside taken out, then it is partly filled with
cologne and the hole sealed up. The women bring a great number
of these secretly about them and the amusement is to break one
upon the head of a gentleman when his back is turned. He is
bound in gallantry to find out the lady and return the compliment,
though it must not be done if the person sees you.

“A great many such tricks were played and many a war of
sharp maneuvering was carried on between couples of the younger
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people, and at every successful exploit a general laugh was raised.”

Dana did not seem to appreciate Santa Barbara as later visitors
do, owing perhaps to the unusually tempestuous winter of 1836
and the fact that his stay was attended with a good deal of hard
work in loading hides through the surf. Upon the occasion of his
last visit he says, “We pulled off with a will, saying to ourselves
(I can speak for myself at least) ‘Good-by, Santa Barbara, this is
the last pull here,—No more duckings in your breakers and slipping
from your cursed southeasters.’”

Upon the Secularization of the Missions and the opening up of
the country to settlement, people from the United States and
Europe began to come in and those from the Western States were
generally of pioneer stock, hardy, used to privations and quite capa-
ble of defending themselves against wild beasts, Indians or the mixed
race of California. In 1845 there was an estimated American and
European population of fifteen thousand and of these at least two
thousand were of the class of Americans above described. The
most of them were in the northern part of the territory, having
come overland in most cases. -

The relations between the United States and Mexico were becom-
ing more strained all the time on account of the events that led
to*the independence and annexation of Texas and the resulting
friction along the Rio Grande, and the U. S. Government sent
Col. Fremont to California with the secret understanding that in
case hostilities did break out he would be on the ground to take
advantage of the situation. His force was only a small one of
sixty-two men but it was evidently his intention, should trouble
occur, to organize the Americans already in California into an
armed battalion, and endeavor to secure the country for the United
States.

Ostensibly his errand was a trip to Oregon and he asked permis-*
sion of Governor Castro to recruit his men and horses in the San
Joaquin Valley where there was an abundance of grass and game
but no settlers. He was granted a permit by Governor Castro, who
quietly determined to raise a force of Californians and capture
Fremont and his band. In a few days he had gathered three
hundred men, a force five times as great as Fremont’s band, and
then stating that he had received fresh instructions from Mexico,
ordered Fremont out of the country under penalty of death.

Fremont refused to go and entrenched himself at a point known
as Hawk’s Peak, about thirty miles from Monterey. Though having
a superior force, Castro hesitated about attacking Fremont and con-
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tented himself with proclamations ordering the American com-
mander out of the country. Finding that Castro did not dare attack
him, Fremont leisurely started toward Oregon and had only reached
the line of that territory when he was informed that dispatches
were being brought to him by Lieut. Gillespie from the United
States Government. He returned, met Gillespie, and after receiving
the letters which contained important information and instructions,
went up into the Sacramento valley where he found the settlers
much excited as it was evidently the intention of the Californians
to drive out the Americans. As the Mexicans were securing horses
in that section to take to San Jose for the purpose, as the Americans
believed, to mount a legion of cavalry, the Americans felt that the
best way to nip the movement in the bud, was to take the horses,
which they proceeded to do, sending word to Governor Castro that
if he wanted the horses he must come and take them. Thus were
hostilities commenced by the Americans and soon a band of them
captured Sonoma and raised the famous “Bear Flag,” as it seemed
necessary for them to have -something to fight for and under. Fre-
mont kept organizing the men who flocked to his standard and soon
had one hundred and sixty mounted riflemen. On July 5, 1846,
the declaration of independence of Alta California, was made and
the forms of establishing an independent state, were gone through
with. A few days later the Fremont party heard that Commodore
Sloat had on the seventh of July, raised the United States flag over
the custom house at Monterey in order to get ahead of the English
who were desirous of a pretext to assert authority over the country.
The “Bear Flag” was now hauled down and the stars and stripes run
up by the Fremont party.

Acting Governor Pio Pico at Santa Barbara, sent a letter to the .
United States consul at Monterey, protesting against the acts of
Fremont when the two countries were not at war, which was hardly
the fact as Brownsville on the Rio Grande had been captured in
May and Sloat in making his proclamasion at the flag-raising on
July 7th, had called attention to the battles already fought on the
Texas border.

When Commodore Stockton came to Monterey on the 15th of
July in the frigate Congress, he concluded to send Fremont with his
battalion to San Diego to commence at that point and take the
country from there north. Stockton himself, went to San Pedro,
stopping at Santa Barbara, long enough to take possession of the
town and leave a garrison of ten men. At San Pedro he organized
his marines into an infantry force, marched to Los Angeles and
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captured that place, Castro and his Californians getting out as Stock-
ton moved in. Stockton thought the conquest of the country was
complete and returned to Monterey but General Flores organized a
force of Mexicans and Californians, captured San Diego and Los
Angeles and sent a company of two hundred men to take Santa
Barbara, Lieut. Talbot who was in command there succeeded in
getting out at night, made his way with his men through the moun-
tains to the San Joaquin valley and thence reached Monterey, half
starved, having traveled over five hundred miles.

Practically the whole territory again fell into the hands of the
Mexican authorities and the work of the conquest had to be done
over again. ' ‘

For this purpose Fremont again started south with a force of 428
men, on the 3oth of November, 1846, coming by the way of San
Luis Obispo. As he entered the north end of Santa Barbara County
a large force of Californians assembled at the Gaviota Pass to inter-
cept him. The perpendicular walls of this narrow gorge, afforded a
safe vantage point from which to assail any passing army, without
danger to the defenders.

It seems that Fremont had notice of this condition of affairs and
as he was at that time camping on the Foxen ranch in the Sisquoc
region, he asked William Foxen if there were not some other way
of getting into Santa Barbara without going through the Gaviota
Pass. Foxen, who knew the country thoroughly, acted as Fre-
mont’s guide, leading him up the Sisquoc, over into the Zaca and
then by way of the valley of the Santa Ynez River to the San
Marcos Pass. On a rainy Christmas day, 1846, he was dragging his
cannon up the mountains along the narrow Indian trail and he did
not reach the foot of the range on this side until after dark with
everything so wet that no fires could be kindled. It was a most
uncomfortable night and when next day the balance of the com-
pany and horses had been brought over, it was found that so many
animals had been lost in fording the swollen torrents of the Santa
Ynez and tributary streams, that there were not enough to mount
all the men. )

On the 27th of December, 1846, Fremont entered Santa Barbara
without opposition, the inhabitants being glad to get off without
punishment for breaking the parole which they had given when
Lieut. Talbot’s troop had taken possession, some four or five
months before. Here Fremont and his soldiers remained encamped
for a week, going to Ventura on the §th of January, 1847, which
place was also taken without resistance.
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A portion of Stevenson’s regiment which had been sent from
New York in Septembér, 1846, arriving at San Francisco in March,
1847, were sent to Santa Barbara in April. They numbered three
hundred men and were expected to prevent any further uprising
of the Californians and generally to keep the peace. While in Santa
Barbara they were quartered at the Aguirre house, at that time a
prominent residence on Carrillo Street, nearly opposite the present
Public Library building. This building’ was torn down nearly forty
years ago, but by some manufactured tradition, its history was
transferred to another adobe building still standing on the south-
west side of the site of the Aguirre house and now honored as are
many of the ancient adobes with the occupancy of a Celestial
laundry.

Not only was the location of the headquarters of the Stevenson
regiment changed to the existing adobe, but zealous guides who
now show the town to admiring tourists, will point out the same
adobe as Fremont’s headquarters while in Santa Barbara. Whence
this story started there is no means of finding out, but so persistent
was the impression that some dozen years ago, the local Natural
History Society purchased a portion of the west end of the build-
ing, sawed it off from what remains and attempted to remove it to
a lot owned by the Society. As the portion sought to be removed
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